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Lesson for April 8 in this issue 


Lesson 2.—The Child and the Kingdom. 
Matthew 18: 1-14; 19 : 13-15. 
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My Soul's Gennesaret 
By Maud E. Cramer 


ARK was the night and wild the wave; 
I could but call on Him to save. 
His ‘* Peace, be still”’ is echoing yet 
Above my soul’s Gennesaret. 


The Fear of Men 


Tragedy follows the desire to please 
people rather than God. God commanded 
Saul to destroy the Amalekites utterly, but 
he spared Agag, the king, and the best of 
the sheep and cattle. When Samuel pro- 
nounced God’s judgment upon him, and 
told him that “rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft,” Saul admitted his sin, but tried 
to lessen its blackness by adding that “he 
feared the people, and obeyed their voice.” 
That sin cost him his kingdom. The New 
Testament has even a darker picture of 
this fear of public opinion. “Pilate, willing 
to content the people, released Barabbas 
unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he 
had scourged him, to be crucified.” It is 
a sad fact that a Christian who is out of 
touch with God may be ensnared by the 
same fear that seized Pilate. Because he 
is “willing to content the people,” he may 
bear no witness when some one sorely needs 
the Good News; he may be silent when 
God’s Word is being undermined; or he 
may raise no protest when the Son of God 
is denied. But as he yields himself to 
God, and trusts him for strength, he may 
say with Paul: “Do I seek to please men? 
for if I yet pleased men, I should not be 
the servant of Christ”; and he may- sing 
with the Psalmist: “The Lord is the 
strength of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid?” 


Love Is Costly 


Love is not only “the greatest thing 
in the world,” it is also the costliest. And 
not only in the world, but the costliest in 
Heaven and earth, in time and eternity. 
An Episcopalian rector of Philadelphia, D. 
Wilmot Gateson, in a sermon recently pub- 
lished in the Public Ledger, said a true 
thing in comment on that monstrous and 
degenerate perversion called “free love.” 
Here is his searching comment: “There 
is no such thing as free love. There is 
free lust or free license, but not free love. 
Love costs something; it costs a great deal, 
and constantly; and it is worth the price.” 
The inspired and immortal: thirteenth chap- 
ter of First Corinthians, quoted by this 
preacher, gives God’s own description of 
true love —the love that cost him all that 
he had, and the love that his Holy Spirit 
will shed abroad in our hearts if we will. 
No human being can ever know the mean- 
ing of love who has not received the Son 
of God as Saviour. For real love springs 
only from the life of God, and “he that 
hath the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life.” We 
cannot love others, we cannot love God, 
until we have received, by our own delib- 
erate act and choice, God’s love for us. 
“We love him, because he first loved us.” 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” And when we have laid 
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A Year of Witness 


6¢YF YOU were a duck you would have 

] been some good, for we could have 

plucked and eaten you; but a girl — 
what use are you to us?” 

This remark of her father was told to 
the leaders by one of the older girls at 
the Canadian Sunday School Mission camp 
of 1033. She betrayed little emotion as 
she repeated it, thus increasing its tragedy, 
for youth is not naturally stoical, and is 
made so by sorrowful experiences that 
crush out feeling. It started in the Mission 
workers a train of thought. The mind 
dwelt .with pain on the comparison made 
by this unnatural natural father between 
his daughter and the feathered fowl; and 
they remembered the comparison made by 
the Lord Jesus (whom this girl had lately 
come to know), “How much more are ye 
better than the fowls” (Luke 12: 24). “How 
much more”! It is God’s estimate of the 
worth of a human being. 


Better, because. man is the object of God’s 
redeeming grace. It was not given to the 


ourselves wholly unto hi 


down our lives for his oe and yielded 


then age thea| | g |e 
only can we begin to lové“as he We 


“As I have loved you, t 
one another” (John 13:3. ), 


Free To Be Upright 


Men who are sinning cannot walk 
upright. And men cannot, of themselves, 
stop sinning. But God has not left men 
to themselves; he gave his only Son to be 
their Saviour. This Good News is the 
joyous theme of the whole Bible. To 
Israel, who had lived in abject slavery, 
God said: “I am the Lord your God, which 
brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, 
that ye should not be their bondmen; and 
I have broken the bands of your yoke, 
and made you go upright” (Lev. 26: 13). 
Only God, through Christ, can give men 
the freedom that means uprightness; the 
same freedom is declared in the glad word 
to all of God’s children that “the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made 
me free from the law of sin and death” 
(Rom. 8:2). We are saved not only from 
death, but also from sin; the Gospel means 
that Christ has “broken the bands of your 
yoke, and made you go upright.” It is a 
miracle indeed “that the righteousness of 
the law might be fulfilled in us.” For, 
“if the Son therefore shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed” (John 8: 36). 


\ye*also love 


% 


in Western Canada 


feathered creation to call forth the love of 
God as manifested on Calvary. No beast 
or bird can know what it is to be a sinner 
saved by grace, for the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world was for the 
human race. To tell to the otherwise un- 
reached on the prairies of Western Canada 
this story of redeeming grace has been the 
privilege for some years of the Canadian 
Sunday School’ Mission (601 Lombard 
Building, Winnipeg, Man., Can). Notwith- 
standing the good work of other Christian 
bodies, there still remain numbers who are 
not touched spiritually: hosts of little chil- 
dren who have never heard the stories 
from the Book of books; young people 
who have never been inside a Sunday school 
(“What is a Sunday school like?” is a 
question sometimes heard); men and 
women whose heavy burden of care re- 
mains unlightened by any knowledge of 
the gracious invitation, “Come unto me... 
and I will give you rest.” Such is the 
Mission parish, a parish covering the three 
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‘prairie provinces and Northwest Ontario. 
‘It is to the children primarily the Mission 
‘feels called to minister. The Bible Memory 
Contest, camps for those who learn five 
hundred Bible verses, Sunday schools, Bible 
Correspondence Courses, and summer Bible 
schools have as their object the winning 
and nourishing of the lambs of the flock. 

Last year 143 missionaries (for periods 
varying from four weeks to twelve months 
each) traveled on foot, by horse, and by 
motor over 85,916 miles of the prairies, 
and 108,364 people in meetings, 7,801 in 
their homes, and 2,394 in summer Bible 
schools listened to redemption’s story. 
What of the response? 

“Last night we invited the people to the 
schoolhouse. The place was full — about 
fifty. For forty minutes I gave a clear 
Gospel message. You could have heard 
a pin drop; several wept, and we know 
of several who accepted salvation. They 
have never heard the Gospel here before.” 

“Though every one was busy, and the 
children needed at home, the parents let 
them come to school. There were cer- 
tainly some real conversions among the 
children. The Lord worked and spoke. 
... Later the majority testified to the sav- 
ing power of Jesus in their lives.” 

“The Lord has blessed our weak efforts 
in a marvelous way. So far we have visited 
twenty schools, besides those that refused 
us entrance, and have had definite results 
in all but three. There was an average 
of seven saved in each one—that would 
make 120 in all.” 

Not all reports make such glad reading. 
“At B. I received a cold response from 
the people. They would not let me have 
the dance hall for a meeting Saturday night 
as there was to be a dance. They refused 
to let me have Bible school there. At G. 
I visited the homes. They were very cold. 
In one they told me to put the Bible back 
in my pocket. In another home a girl of 
thirteen did not know what a Bible was. 
In L. I found the Communistic spirit in 
many homes. I invited the children to 
summer Bible school after securing per- 
mission to use the schoolhouse. Only two 
came, and one was too young to under- 
stand English.” 

To put the response in a statistical nut- 
shell, 2,705 professed conversion in 1933. 


Better because man can speak the praises 
of Him who hath redeemed him. 

Francis D’ Assisi loved to go into the 
forest and tell the feathered songsters there 
of the dying love of his Saviour; but they 
could return no answer. Dumb they will 
always be to redemption’s language; voice- 
less to tell another the plan of salvation. 
“Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings,” 
as well as adults, who have found Christ 
through the channel of the Canadian Sun- 
day School Mission, has come many a 
testimony to God’s saving power. 

Bessie had a story to tell when she re- 
turned from camp last summer, and she 
“began at Jerusalem.” An uncle twice ap- 
proached about his soul said, “I’m not 
worryin’.” The grandmother listened to 
the ardent young soul-winner, and replied, 
“No one can know whether they are saved 
until they are at the judgment seat.” Un- 
daunted, this young prophet without honor 
sought to interest her aunt, but was told 
the Bible was only partly true, and there 
was no Heaven and no hell. Finally, 
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“Oh, joy of joys; I had a person listen to 
me today,” she wrote. 

Peter took a stand for Christ at a sum 
mer Bible school. Soon after he asked his 
father if he might use the horse. 

“What for?” 

Peter replied that he wanted to invite 
some of his friends at a distance to come 
to the evening meeting. 

“No,” was the father’s reply. 

So Peter walked five miles each way to 
give the invitation—a genuine test of his 
jnterest in the spiritual welfare of his 
friends. 

A little different was Robert’s testimony 
given in the school yard. Things were not 
going as they should over a ball game (to 
put it mildly). Robert began to quote 
Scripture to the contestants, verse after 
verse learned in the Bible Memory Con- 
test. 

There are many more who have found 
the springs of life in God, who are wit- 
nessing for him in the home circle, and 
beyond. Some there are whose feet have 
followed Demas’ back to the world; the 
Mission mourns for them and prays for 
them. But these others are the Mission’s 
‘Joy and crown,” and from their number 
not a few have been drawn to Bible schools 
to prepare to tell others the story. 


Better because man has a spirit that will 
live forever, either in woe or bliss. 

Unendowed with endless existence the 
feathered fowl perish, but there is no tomb 
for the spirit of man. During 1933 three 
of the Mission’s young people passed 
through the valley of the shadow, and they 
did so with singing hearts and triumphant 
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testimonies, because they .were going into 
eternal blessedness. For one who was ter- 
ribly burned in an explosion, death came 
as a merciful release. But just before, she 
whispered through her scarred lips to a 
worker, “Oh, it makes me feel so good to 
hear you sing and have you pray.” 

It chanced — “but God that chance did 
guide” —that early last summer one of 
the missionaries stopped to feed his horse 
at a very poor home where there was a 
family of girls ranging in age from three 
to eighteen years. From him they learned 
the secret that transforms life — and death. 
A few short months, and this servant of 
God stood beside the cold form of one of 
the older girls. Her name was not Chris- 
tiana, but her departure was so akin to 
that of Bunyan’s heroine that, like Great- 
heart, the. missionary “played upon the 
well tuned cymbals and harp for joy,” not 
alone because of the girl who had died with 
a smile on her lips, but because of the rela- 
tives who had received pardon from the 
hand of the Lord at her death-bed. 

The wide stretching prairies are fruitful 
soil, and are yielding rich harvests from 
the Seed sowing,—rich because the Can- 
adian Sunday School Mission sows the 
good Seed of the Word, and it is the Seed 
that matters most after all. The summer 
is nigh, when the work is not handicapped 
by intense cold and heavy snow. It is the 
prayer of the Mission that this “time of 
the singing of birds” may be also a time 
when many of those that are “much more” 
than the birds shall have the new song put 
into their mouths, even praise unto our 
God. 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Are Heathens’ Infants Saved ? 


Do we not all believe that children, espe- 
cially young children of Christian parents, 
who have not reached the age of making 
decisions for themselves, are saved? That 
has always been my belief. We can even, 
according to Scripture, claim our whole 
families for Christ and believe they will 
be saved. 

Now if children of Christian parents are 
saved if they die in infancy, would this 
also be true of children of non-Christian 
parents here in our own land? And how 
about children of parents in foreign lands 
who have never had the opportunity of 
hearing thc Gospel preached — would these 
children be lost, together with their parents? 

Any enlightenment you can give me on 
this subject will certainly be appreciated.— 
A Louisana layman. 


Here are several questions that have 
troubled many, concerning the salvation of 
thosé who die in infancy,— whether the 
children of Christian parents, or the chil- 
dren of unbelievers in Christian lands, or 
the children of heathen parents in heathen 
lands. THE SunpAy ScHoot Times has 
published a number of articles or letters 
from leading Bible teachers setting forth 
what God has plainly revealed in his Word 
as to infant salvation; and the Louisana 
reader will find a further valuable discus- 
sion of the question in this issue, by Presi- 
dent Robert C. McQuilkin of Columbia 
Bible College, whose lesson articles and 
other studies have brought great blessing 


to many. The precious words of our Lord 


Jesus Christ bring comfort and assurance 
indeed, when he said: “Suffer little chil- 
dren, and forbid them not, to come unto 
me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven” 


(Matt. 19: 14). 
a 


The Readers Answer 


In THe Sunpay ScHoot Trmes of 
December 16 the readers were asked to 
say where they preferred to have the 
answers to “Questions for Teacher and 
Class” appearing each week in the lesson 
department of the Times. A reader had 
asked to have the answers on the same 
page with the questions, as this would save 
time and trouble in looking up the answers. 

The readers’ verdict is in, and the Edi- 
tors gladly accept their decision. Here are 
some of the letters received: 


I prefer the answers right below each 
question. It is nice to think that teachers 

e time to work out their own answer 
and then check with the printed one, but I 
doubt if many do this. Studying the les- 
son is not done for amusement nor. is it 
a game, so the quickest and best help avail- 
able is the best course. This is the rea- 
son you have subscribers—A Mississippi 
reader. ° 

I think it “good psychology” to leave 
them as you have them now. ° It saves us 
all a lot of trouble not to have to hunt 
another issue for the answers, and I appre- 


(Continued on page 193) 
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Can the riddle of war and peace be solved? 


The Problem and. Program of Peace 
By Joseph Taylor Britan, D.D. 





























HE problem of peace is foremost in 
the thinking of the world. The 
prospect of another war causes a 
shudder to girdle the globe. The nations 
are trembling with fear. Peace Societies, 
Disarmament Conferences, the League of 
Nations, World Alfiances, and International 
organizations are meeting from: time to 
time to promote peace, to develop under- 
standing, to arbitrate disputes, and to estab- 
lish justice and good will among the nations, 
Never has the race heard so many argu- 
ments for peace. Never have the nations 
considered so many proposed remedies for 
war. Never have men faced so many. in- 
controvertible proofs of the utter insanity 
of war. Yet never has the Lord of earth 
and Heaven looked down upon so many 
men in arms in times of peace. Never 
have such extravagant preparations for war 
been made. Never have the dangers from 
the devastations of war been so great as 
at the present moment. 
As one studies the programs of men for 
a warless world and listens to the pro- 
posed solutions of the complicated, national 
problems, the conclusion reluctantly forces 
itself on one’s mind that the disease of war 
has never been correctly diagnosed. The 
ultimate cause of war has never been ex- 
actly determined by those in places of 
governmental authority and power. There 
is a vital factor that remains unconsid- 
ered. There prevails an unscientific pro- 
cedure in the investigation of the problem. 
The fundamental, eternal, and unchanging 
philosophy of nationalism is ignored. The 
consistent testimony of history concerning 
the God-given place of nationalism is swept 
aside in a hasty enthusiasm for an inter- 
nationalism which, in the present condition 
of the world, can hold only dire disaster 


for the race. 
oo 


“If the Blind Lead the Blind” — 


Because of the unscientific procedure of 
many in their investigations of the causes 
of war, the pregnant significance of many 
world events is not recognized by those 
who should be leaders; and mankind, fol- 
lowing the leadership of the spiritually 
blind, is falling into the ditch of increasing 
despair. The modern world feels that it 
is approaching Armageddon and that states- 
men, journalists, politicians, kings, and 
presidents are powerless to prevent the 
approaching cataclysm which threatens not 
only civilization but the very life of the 
race itself. Even the Church is powerless 
to prevent the coming war. 

A significant feature of all discussions 
and plans for obtaining a warless world 
has been the failure of men to acknowledge 
the fact that the cause of war is super- 
natural. War has its origin, not only in 
the lusts and hatreds of men, but primarily 
in the evil mind and purposes of Satan, 
Never have I seen it intimated that poli- 
ticians, statesmen, ambassadors, or peace 
plenipotentiaries publicly considered the 
fact that the cause of war is’ superhuman 


A few weeks ago President Roose- 
velt, in a public address, proposed that 
from now on war by governments and 
political leaders be changed to peace 
by peoples. In other words, if only 
we would leave the war-and- peace 
question to humanity in general, there 
would be no more wars. 

Was President Roosevelt right? 

Early this month four great powers, 
the United States, Great Britain, 
France, and Italy took steps for a swift 
enlarging of their navies, providing for 
additional men-of-war, submarines, 
cruisers, and other battleships. On 
the same day Sir Arthur Balfour de- 
clared in an address in Canada that 
Russia and Japan will be at war by 
this autumn,— but “that there was no 
prospect of war in Europe for the next 
forty years.” 

Among these insistent and conflict- 
ing plans and voices, can we know the 
truth, the facts, and what lies ahead ? 

The Sunday School Times: begins 
publication, with this article, of one of 
the most revealing and valuable studies 
of the enigma of war and peace that 
has yet been offered. 








and supernatural. Scripture declares that 
“the spirits of devils, working miracles, 
... go forth unto the kings of the earth 
and of the whole world, to gather them to 
the battle of that great day of God Al- 
mighty” (Rev. 16:14). It is these “prin- 
cipalities” and “powers,” these “rulers of 
the darkness of this world,” these beings 
not of flesh and blood, which will cause 
the battle of Armageddon in the days to 
come, and we are fully warranted in con- 





The articles in this series will 
continue in frequent issues during 
the coming three months, and will 
include the following topics: 


The Unconsidered Factor 
Rebuilding the Tower of Babel 
Is Nationalism Right or Wrong? 
Is Internationalism the Panacea? 
' What Is the Cause of War? 
Approaching Armageddon 
After Armageddon — What? 


Will you not tell your friends 
who are not now getting THe 
Sunpay ScHoot Times about this © 
extraordinary series, and remind 
them that they can secure the 
greater part of the series by 
taking advantage of the Get 
Acquainted introductory subscrip- 
tion rate of 25 cents for Ten 
Weeks, if such subscriptions are 
sent promptly to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 











cluding that the same superhuman agencies 
of evil are back of most wars. 

In these articles I shall attempt to illus- 
trate and emphasize this teaching of Scrip- 
ture concerning the cause of war, and to 
suggest the divine program of peace for 
this war-torn earth. World peace will 
come at last. Every man shall sity under 
his own vine and fig tree, and none shall 
make him afraid. Every knee shall bow, 
and every tongue shall confess, that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. God has decreed peace for the 
earth, A redeemed race one day shall live 
on earth, a people worshiping God and 
learning war no more. In spite of evidences 
to the contrary, God is on his throne and 
Satan one day shall lose his power and 
authority and rule. It may be that we are 
nearer to the glorious Kingdom of God 
than we believe. But courage and assur- 
ance and praise depend upon men’s seeing 
and accepting the revealed program of God 
for world peace, and upon their hearty 
co-operation in his program, 

The modern revolt against God has pro- 
ceeded so far that the Sovereign Ruler 
of the universe is virtually ignored in all 
meetings of peace conferences, the League 
of Nations, and other international councils, 


A House Built in Vain 
Not once, so far as I know, have the 
blessing and wisdom and guidance of God 


been invoked on the deliberations in their 
quest for peace. 


Not once has man acknowledged, in his 
councils, that he is fighting a supernatural 
foe. 

Not once have the nations solemnly de- 
clared that their “help is in the name of 
the Lord.” 


Not once has it dawned upon the minds 
of world leaders that “except the Lord 
build the house, they labour in vain that 
build it.” 

For these reasons the world is full of 
fear. Therefore men despair for civilization 
and for the future of the race, 


If our diagnosis of the present disease 
of the world as diabolic is correct, then 
the cure for war, most certainly, is. divine. 
Whatever our conclusions may be concern- 
ing the details of the divinely revealed pro- 
gram for peace, however we may divide 
ourselves into different groups champion- 
ing this theory or that concerning the com- 
ing again of the Lord, there can be no 
difference of opinion concerning the pri- 
macy of the Gospel, the coming kingship 
of Christ, or the need for “the working 
of the strength of his might” in our midst 
if his Kingdom is ever to come on earth. 
We hasten the coming of that Kingdom by 
our loyalty to Christ and to his Gospel, 
by our evangelistic zeal, by our use of 
spiritual weapons, and by an utter depend- 
ence upon supernatural power and upon a 
supernatural Person in our fight for peace. 

(To be continued) 
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hearts of all parents 


Four facts that will bring comfort to the 


Have We Assurance of Infant Salvation? 
By Robert C. McQuilkin 


President of Columbia Bible College, 
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the sweet assurance that their little 

ones who have died before the age 
of accountability are with the Lord. No 
question has ever been raised about the 
salvation of those who die in infancy when 
one or both of the parents are members 
of the body of Christ. Whether all those 
who die in infancy are saved, including 
children of unbelieving parents and of those 
who have never heard of Christ, is a ques- 
tion on which earnest Christians have dif- 
fered. 

The vital and practical importance of the 
question is suggested by the earnest in- 
quiry of a Christian missionary sent to 
the Question Box in a Victorious Life 
Conference : 


CC'tie evect parents always have had 


Do we have Scriptural assurance of the 
salvation of those who die in infancy? I 
have read a number of articles on the sub- 
ject, and still I am‘ not sure that I can tell 
the heathen mother in China that her little 
infant is with Christ. Is there Scriptural 
authority for telling her that? 


There are four facts that give assurance 
that all those who die in infancy are saved. 


The All-Sufficient Saviour 


1. The salvation of all infants who die 
before the age of personal accountability 
is guaranteed by the death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. All men without exception, 
including infants, belong to a sinful human 
race, are sinful by nature, and need salva- 
tion. The Lord Jesus Christ died for all. 
He tasted death for every man (Heb. 2:9). 
“He died for all” (2 Cor. 5:15). “He is 
the propitiation for our sins: and not for 
our’s only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world” (1 John 2:2). 

On what basis may the missionary tell 
the Chinese mother that, if she accepts the 
Lord Jesus Christ as her personal Saviour, 
her sins will be forgiven and she will be 
born again? We must answer that the 
message of good news to this heathen 
mother is that Christ died for her sins. 
And the missionary can also tell her that 
Christ died for her baby. 

(There are, indeed, great scholars in the 
orthodox church who teach that Christ 
died, not for all men, but only for the elect. 
But even those who take this view that 
Christ died only for the elect, — namely, 
for those who will accept Christ as Sav- 
iour,— recognize that Christ’s death in 
several senses was for the whole world. 
One of the greatest difficulties with this 
view is to understand how we may have 
absolute assurance in preaching the Gospel 
to a heathen man, if we are not sure that 
Christ died for him. The answer given 
is that, since we do not know who will 
accept or reject, we may freely offer sal- 
vation to all. But what is the Gospel of 
salvation that we offer him? The good 
news is that Christ has died for the man 
to whom the Gospel is being preached. This 
question, however, of whether Christ died 
only for the elect, does not need to affect 





The question of the salvation of babies 
and very young children is one that 
comes frequently to the minds of 
Christian parents, pastors, Sunday 
school teachers, and other workers 
among children. The Sunday School 
Times has dealt with this problem on 
several occasions during recent years. 
It was discussed in Notes on Open Let- 
ters, in the issues of October 20, 1928, 
and Septem*er 13, 1930; in articles on 
the same subject by the following well- 
known writers and Bible teachers: 
Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D., President 
of the Evangelical Theological Col- 
lege, Dallas, Tex., November 10, 1928; 
William I]. Pettingill, D.D., December 
8, 1928; A. C. Gaebelein, D.D., De- 
cember 15, 1928; and in a symposium 
in the issue of December 22, 1928, 
containing articles by three writers: 
Caspar Wistar Hodge, Ph.D., Profes- 
sor of Systematic Theology, Princeton 
Theological Seminary; James M. Gray, 
D.D., President of Moody Bible Insti- 
tute ; and William W. Rugh, Associate 
Dean of the Bible Institute of Penn- 
sylvania. President McQuilkin’s full, 
satisfying, and Scriptural article is a 
welcome addition to the discussion. of 
this sometimes perplexing question, 
and it furnishes all Sunday school 
teachers with a valuable side light on 
the lesson in this issue, “The Child 
and the Kingdom.” 








the truth that all who die in infancy are 
saved; that is, that all who do not reach 
the age of accountability and become per- 
sonal and responsible sinners, are among 
the number of the elect.) 

The first assurance, therefore, of the 
salvation of infants is that the all-sufficiency 
of Christ’s blood is set down over against 
the sinful nature that the child has inher- 
ited and the fearful penalty of sin that he 
has incurred as a member of the human 
race. The bleod of Christ guarantees the 
salvation of infants who never become sin- 
ners by their personal choice. 

Why Men are Lost 

2. The second fact that guarantees the 
salvation of infants who die is that, ac- 
cording to Scripture, no human being 
will be lost except because of his own 
sins, for which he has not accepted the 
proper forgiveness, turning from them 
by the choice of his own will. This 
applies to those who have not heard 
the Gospel as well as to those who have. 
The unevangelized heathen are lost. They 
do not come to be in a lost condition when 
they reject the offer of salvation that the 
missionaries bring. The missionaries go to 
them because they are already lost. 

The first chapter of Romans, from verses 
18 to 32, sets forth clearly the ground of 
condemnation for those who do not have 
the revelation of God’s Word; they do have 


the revelation of nature and of their own, 


conscience. Paul states that that which is 
known of God has been made clear to all 
men: “For God manifested it unto them. 


For the invisible things of him since the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, be- 
ing perceived through the things that are 
made, even his everlasting power and divin- 
ity; that they may be without excuse.” 

This whole passage emphasizes the fact 
that men deliberately chose to turn away 
from the knowledge of God that they had, 
and that their own consciences will recog- 
nize that the judgment of God is right and 
that they have been condemned justly. The 
principle is stated also very clearly in Ro- 
mans 2:6-11: “God, who will render t- 
every man according to his works: to them 
that -by patience im well-doing seek for 
glory and honor and incorruption, eternal 
life: but unto them that are factious, and 
obey not the truth, but obey unrighteous- 
ness, shall be wrath and indignation, tribu- 
lation and anguish, upon every soul of man 
that worketh evil, of the Jew first, and also 
of the Greek ; but glory and honor and peace 
to every man that worketh good, to the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek: for there 
is no respect of persons with God.” 


By Grace Alone 


Throughout the Scripture this is the basis 
of God’s judgment. The man that work- 
eth good wiil be justified; the man that 
worketh evii will be condemned. Paul here 
is not dealing with the question as to how 
men receive power to do that which is good. 
The Scripture is clear that the man who 
does seek for glory and honor does it 
only by the grace of the Lord, having 
accepted Christ as his Saviour, having his 
sins forgiven, having received the Holy 
Spirit, and thus being enabled to live in 
the way described by Paul. 

Our Lord himself clearly sets forth this 
truth in John 5:28, 29: “Marvel not at 
this: for “he hour cometh, in which all 
that are in the tombs shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and 
they that have done evil, unto the resur- 
rection of judgment.” This does not mean 
that men are saved by works. They that 
have done good are those who have ac- 
cepted the Lord Jesus Christ as their Sav- 
iour. But the ground of condemnation is 
evil works. There is no suggestion that 
any will be lost except those who have 
personally chosen to sin and have person- 
ally refused to accept God’s salvation. 

The Scriptures, of course, are dealing 
with men and women who are personally 
responsible, and some would argue that 
although infants have not done evil works, 
neither have they done good works nor 
personally accepted Christ. But the fifth 
chapter of Romans and other Scriptures 
make clear that, even as death came into 
the world through one man, Adam, so did 
righteousness and salvation come into the 
world through onc man, Jesus Christ. “So 
then as through onc trespass the judgment 
came unto all men to condemnation; -even 
so through one act of righteousness the 
free gift came unto all men to justification 























Lesson for April 8 


of life. For as through the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, 
even so through the obedience of the one 
shall the many be made righteous” (Rom. 
5:18, 19). These verses do not, of course, 
teach universal salvation. The “all men” 
must be limited in the way that Scripture 
limits it. But the general statement is 
true, that as through Adam came death, so 
through Christ came salvation. Now it is 
clear that those who die in infancy, having 
shared the curse of Adam without their 
Own personal responsibility, also share the 
redemption in Christ without their personal 
responsibility. The whole emphasis in the 
fifth of Romans and in other Scriptures is 
that the grace of God abounded much more 
than the sin. As some one has put it, “We 
gain much more in Christ than was ever 
lost in Adam.” 

If, therefore, the Scriptures left us to 
choose between deciding that all who have 
not consciously believed are lost, or that 
all who have not consciously sinned are 
saved, we should have to choose according 
to the principle of grace abounding and 
not sin abounding. Added to this is the 
fact that if only those who are able con- 
sciously to turn from sin and accept Christ 
as Saviour are to be saved, then none of 
those dying in infancy would be saved, even 
the children of believers; and this is a 
position that no one has ever taken. 


The Teaching of the Lord Jesus 


3. The third fact that guarantees the 
salvation of infants is our Lord’s direct 
teaching concerning babes and little chil- 
dren. In Matthew 19:13, 14, we read: 
“Then were there brought unto him little 
children, that he should lay his hands on 
them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked 
them. But Jesus said, Suffer the little 
children, and forbid them not, to come unto 
me: for to such belongeth [or, of such is] 
the kingdom of heaven. And he laid his 
hands on them, and departed thence.” The 
parallel passage in Luke 18: 15-17 reads, 
“And they were bringing unto him also 
their babes,” indicating that the “little chil- 
dren” referred to included infants. Our 
Lord adds in Luke 18:17, “Verily I say 
unto you, Whosoever shall not receife the 
kingdom of God as a little child, he shall 
in no wise enter therein.” 

Here we have two striking facts. One 
is that our Lord .declared that something 
in the character of a little child was essen- 
tial for all who would enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven. Some might say that these 
little children were brought by believing 
parents, whose very action in bringing the 
children indicated their faith in Christ and 
their desire that their children should be 
saved. But it will be noted that our Lord’s 
words concerning them referred to children 
as children and not to any particular class. 
The fact that the children are called 
“babes” indicates also that there is no 
thought of a personal faith on their 
part. 

In the passage in Matthew 18: 1-6, when 
the disciples asked who was greatest in 
the Kingdom of Heaven, our Lord called 
a little child, and set him in the midst of 
them, and said, “Verily I say unto you, 
Except ye turn, and. become as little chil- 
dren, ye shall in no wise.enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore 
shall humble himself as this little child, 
the same is the greatest in the kingdom 
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of heaven.” Here, again, the Lord is not 
speaking of the child in his character as 
a son of Jewish parents. It was “a little 
child” and they were to become “as little 
children.” 

This passage and the paragraph that fol- 
lows undoubtedly have reference also (or 
even primarily) to the young believers who 
are called little children. This is in ac- 
cordance with our Lord’s plan of using the 
earthly things to illustrate spiritual truths. 
But our Lord never spoke an idle word, 
and his words are never to be interpreted 
as having less meaning than they appear 
to have, but as having in them infinite 
meaning. These passages and the other 
parallel passages in the Gospels indicate 
not only that “it is not the will of your 
Father who is in heaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish” (Matt. 18:14), 
but that, because of this, all those who die 
as babes will have a portion in the King- 
dom of Heaven. 

This does not mean that our Lord was 
suggesting that little children were sinless 
or that they did not need a Saviour. It 
does indicate the teaching of Scripture that 
little babes from the beginning, along with 
their sinful nature, have the humility of 
faith. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, 
“Brethren, be not children in mind: yet 
in malice be ye babes, but in mind be men” 
(1 Cor. 14:20). Here the Spirit is bring- 
ing out the same truth with regard to chil- 
dren, that they do not have malice. That 
is, they do not have the unbelief which 
condemns. This unbelief and turning away 
from God evidently come along with con- 
scious, responsible sinning. This truth 
that children more naturally and readily 
believe does not mean that children are 
naturally good,. but that children, sinful 
and needing salvation, are open to believe 
what their parents and teachers tell them 
concerning God and his salvation. 

We may confidently hold that if all those 
who are saved are saved because they have 
turned and become as little children,. then 
there will be no “babes” or “little children” 
left out of that glorious Kingdom. 


In the Light of God’s Character 


4. The fourth fact that guarantees the 
salvation of infants is the character of God, 
as revealed in his Word. We need to be 
very careful in suggesting what God would 
or would not do, when we are dealing with 
our own conceptions of God. One of the 
most dangerous teachings of the “modern” 
view of God is the teaching that, because 
God is a God of love, the Old Testament 
presentations of the God of wrath are false 
views of God. Very frequently do we 
hear even Christian teachers in these days 
saying, “I will not accept any view of God 
which contradicts the character of God as 
revealed in the Lord Jesus.” What many 
of them mean, however, is not what con- 
tradicts the character of the Lord Jesus, 
but what contradicts their interpretation 
of what the character of the Lord Jesus is, 

There is a perfectly clear revelation of 
the character of God in the Bible. It 
shows us that the gracious, merciful God 
will not condemn those who go into his 
presence before consciously choosing to 
sin. This does not mean that God has no 
right to condemn the whole human race. 
His saving of infants or of any man is all 


of his own grace, for the rebellious. human, 


race does not deserve anything on its own 
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part. We are speaking here, however, not 
of what God should do from human rea- 
soning, but of what his Word reveals that 
he has done, Since he is a God of over- 
flowing grace, and since Christ has paid the 
price for the whole human race, then the 
character of God as revealed in Scripture 
confirms the other truths that give assur- 
ance that all who die in infancy will be 
saved, 

One of the glories of God’s grace in 
the plan of redemption is undoubtedly the 
salvation of vast numbers of babies who 
have died before the age of accountability. 
No one will question the justice of God’s 
decree of condemnation on those who have 
sinned. On the other hand, all will be lost 
in amazement and wonder at the grace of 
God that has made possible the salvation 
not alone of infants who die without the 
definite responsibility of choosing, but, shall 
we Say even more, of those of us who by 
his grace have been led to accept this so 
great salvation. 


Cotumszia, S. C, 








The Readers Answer 




















(Continued from second page) 


ciate your making this change. However, 
if you put the answers on the same page 
with the questions, pretty soon some one 
will be asking you to look up the references 
and write those out’so we may be saved 
that trouble also—A South Carolina reader. 


I fully agree with the Editors that it 
is far better to have them on another page, 
as far removed from the questions as pos- 
sible. It is true the human mind and eye 
seek to have things just as easy as possible, 
even the things that are most valuable — 
such as Bible study. I am a Sunday school 
teacher and truly enjoy thinking out the 
answers to your questions and then finding 
the answers on another page in your valu- 
able paper. There is a great joy in my 
heart when I have been able to answer 
them correctly, and certainly greater zeal 
in my heart to study more “to show myself 
approved” when I have failed in my an- 
swers.—A New Jersey reader. 


I feel so grateful that you ask your sub- 
scribers for various opinions; it makes me 
a that the paper is so much a part of 


7 don’t mind turning over to another page 
to hunt the answers. As a person’s mind 
works so fast, I usually have my answer 
in my mind before reading yours, which 
of course has more explanatory words:.—An 
Ohio reader. 


To my mind this question and answer 
business is just right as it is. Yes, if the 
questions and answers are on the same page 
it is too easy to get the answer without per- 
sonal effort. 

Let the Editors decide the question. The 
readers might have a majority on the wrong 
side. Most folks like to move along the 
line of least resistance, but that is not 
always best.—A Colorado reader. 


On a later page, please! Being a weak 
human, I would surely yield to the tempta- 
tion to save a few moments by glancing at 
the answer near by!—A California reader. 


Continue to separate Questions and An- 
swers. More spiritual value in this method. 
—An Ohio reader. 


When the replies were all in, sixty-seven 
answers had been received from _ thirty 
states, four provinces in Canada, and two 
foreign countries. A considerable inajority 
of readers asks to have the answers con- 
tinued as they are now, on a different page 
from the-questions, hence that is being done. 
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However, an improvement was suggested 
by a New Hampshire reader which doubt- 
less will be welcomed by all —it went into 
effect in the issue of March 10: 


I don’t care whether you put the answers 
with the questions or on another page — but 
why not put under the questions, each week: 
“The answers ... are given on page — 
(giving number),” instead of saying, “On 
one of the later pages”? 


The page reference now given each week 
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will be a time-saver and convenience to the 
readers, and so the Times is strengthened 
again, as on many occasions before, by 
the editing of its readers. And here is a 
fresh hint from the Editors —if you have 
any suggestions that you believe would 
make THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMES more 
useful or interesting, please write to the 
editors and tell them so. Such letters, even 


when it may not be practicable to adopt 


the suggestion, are always welcome. 








“For Primary Teachers "’ ‘in the Times 








How | Taught Primary Classes 
ae of a London school, by the writer 


By Edith Goreham Clarke 











MOTHER once told the superin- 
A tendent of a Primary Department: 

“T talked to my child seriously for 
five minutes, and her eyes never seemed to 
leave my face. Yet at the end she re- 
marked, ‘Mother, your collar its so 
crooked |’ ” 

The child under seven will learn through 
the eye, while words slip over its head! 

What impresses small children most in 
Sunday school? The soft, hushed voice of 
the teacher; the sense of the unseen Pres- 
ence known and loved by her; the tones 
of love and patience in her voice and man- 
ner; the silence at prayer time; the models 
and pictures shown to them. 

The’ Primary teacher should see that 
there is plenty of movement in her class, 
and never, never should the story occupy 
more than ten minutes. How fill in an 
hour then, some one asks! This is how 
I used to run a Primary class in one of 
the poorest districts of London, while I 
was a student at one of our English mis- 
sionary training colleges. 

I had a small room which was often 
very full. A thin partition separated us 
from the school for older children. While 
the children were gathering, I talked to 
them and pointed with my finger to where 
I wanted them to sit, or moved about among 
them. When it was time to begin, we 
shut the door and spent the first ten min- 
utes in singing choruses, and learning new 
ones. (Always use choruses with actions 
as much as possible with really little chil- 
dren.) Then I would say: “Stand up, 
and have a good wriggle, because we must 
be very quiet for the next few minutes, 
for we are going to do what the angels 
do—cover their faces— while we talk to 
a Person we cannot see!” Another time 
I would give them a little talk on rev- 
erence instead, or a few words on prayer. 
This can be illustrated by talking of a 
telephone or the wireless. At last, when 
everybody was quiet, I would pray for one 
or two minutes at the most, using very 
simple words. Then we would sing an- 
other chorus. 

“Now has any boy or girl anything he 
or she wishes to thank God for?” I would 
ask. Perhaps one would have a pair of 
new shoes, or a new dress, and the like. 
I found we had quite a number of things 
for which to thank God as a rule. I ex- 
plained how God gave father the strength 
to work, so as to provide food and cloth- 
ing for them; God gave men the brains 
to make the shoes. All was given by God! 





In this way not a moment of the Sun- 
day school hour need be dull. When we 
had finished thanking and praising, I would 
ask if anyone had brought anything to give 
to God, and while the money was being 
collected by one of the older children, we 
would sing another chorus, and then have 
a moment’s prayer in which we committed 
the gifts to God. 

It is a good plan to have a Missionary 
Sunday occasionally. Tell an interesting 
missionary story, and have some pictures 
to show the little ones. Sing missionary 
choruses such as: 


Jesus loves the little children, 

All the children of the world; 

Red and yellow, black and white, 

All are precious in His sight, 

Jesus died for all the eulidnen of the world. 


Now for the usual Sunday lesson. A 
story will always appeal to a small child. 
“Once upon a time there lived” — practi- 
cally all the Bible stories can begin like 
that. Talk about things that are familiar 
to the child always. A man once did wrong 
through liking a coat too much (Achan; 
Josh. 7). The baker brings our bread — 
God once sent bread from Heaven (Manna; 
Exod. 16). We all like salt for dinner, 
don’t we? Lot’s wife was turned into a 
pillar of salt through disobedience (Gen. 


19). All came into this room through a 
door. Who is the Door into Heaven? 
(John 10). 


After the choruses and actions, the chil- 
dren should be able to sit still for ten min- 
utes for the talk. During the remaining 
time, after the story, I used to give them 
paper and pencil and tell them to draw me 
something about which they had heard in 
the lesson. This, I found, made me careful 
of what words I used in telling the story, so 
that my words brought right impressions 
to the minds of the children. Of course 
some of their drawings were very crude, 
and what they attempted to portray was 
often not what I had intended to convey 
to their minds at all. I found it one of 
the very best ways in which to learn how 
to teach the young! 

Where 2 word can have two or three 
meanings, shun that word, or be sure to 
explain it carefully. 

A boy once said to his sister, “I don’t 
want to go to Heaven.” 

“Why?” she asked, surprised. 

“I hate the rain enough here, and if it 
is going to rain [reign] for ever and ever, 
I don’t want to go there!” 


A friend of mine tells how she used to 
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repeat the first verse of “Gentle Jesus” in 
her prayers as a small child, and often 
wondered where the “Simpli-City” was! 

It is not possible to change the order 
of procedure in your class every Sunday, 
but try to avoid getting into a rut. Try, 
as far as possible, always to do something 
different. Place the chairs in a circle one 
Sunday, then arrange them differently the 
next. 

While the roll is being called, make it 
interesting by asking questions. “How is 
the new baby? Can it walk yet?” and 
so on. Make the children feel you are 
their friend, and they can talk freely to 
you. “Mother was afraid of the thunder, 
but I wasn’t; I thought of Jesus!” said 
a small tot to me one day. 

Make use of the blackboard. Do not 
worry if you are not able to draw well. 
I cannot draw a thing, really, but I tell 
the children what I am attempting to draw, 
and their imaginations do the rest. Never 
mind if you cannot recognize your own 
pictures. The children will if you tell them 
what they are supposed to represent. The 
Little Jetts copied on the board make fine 
lesson illustrations. 

One last word of advice: Always make 
the children march out in an orderly man- 
ner, If they are seated in rows, send one 
row out at a time, while the rest are sing- 
ing a “marching” chorus. Do not let them 
go out in order, but change about. For 
instance, “Number One Row, out”; next, 
“Number Two, then Number Four,” and 
sO on. 

Never feel that because they are little 
folks anything will do for them. Let us 
pray much, and prepare carefully for ‘our 
Primary classes, so that we may lead the 
little ones early to love and trust the Sav- 
jour, 

Yor, Enc. 

ve 


The Names of the Lord 
in a Bible Alphabet 


Alpha and Omega (Rev. 1:8, 11, 17; 2:8). 
Bridegroom (Matt. 9:15; Rev. 19:7-9). 
Chief Corner Stone (1 Pet. 2:6). 
Desire of all nations (Hag. 2:7). 
Emmanuel (Matt. 1:23). 
Faithful and True (Rev. 19: 11). 
Governor (Matt. 2:6). 
High Priest (Heb. 5: 10). 
Intercessor (Isa. 59:16; Heb. 7: 25). 
Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews 
(John 19: 19). 
King of kings (Rev. 19: 16). 
Lamb (Rev. 5:6, 8, 12, 13). 
Morning Star (Rev. 22: 16). 
Nazarene (Matt. 2:23). 
Only begotten Son (John 1: 14, 18). 
Prince (Acts 5:31). 
- Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6). 
Prince of life (Acts 3:15). 
Prince of the kings of the earth (Rev. 
1:5). 
Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25). 
Shepherd (1 Pet. 2:25). 
Good Shepherd (John 10: 11). 
Great Shepherd (Heb. 13:20, 21). 
Chief Shepherd (1 Pet. 5:4). 
Truth (John 14:6). 
“Unto you therefore which believe he is 
precious” (1 Pet. 2:7). 
Vine (John 15: 1-16). 
Word of Life (1 John 1:1). 
—Selected. 
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LESSON 2. APRIL 8. THE CHILD AND THE KINGDOM 


International. Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 18: 1-14; 19:13-15,; printed text: 18: 1-6, 12-14; 19: 13-15 
Golden Text.—Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.—Matt. 19:14 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Matt. 18 : 1-6, 12-14; 19 : 13-15 


Kinc James VERSION 

Matt. 18:1 At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, 
saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 

2 And Jesus.called a little child unto him, and set him in the 
midst of them, 

3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. 

4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, 
the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. ; 

5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name 
receiveth me. ‘ 

6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe 
in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 

12 How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of 
them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and 
goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? 

13 And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth 
more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not 
astray. 

14 Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, 
that one of these little ones should perish. 

9:13 Then were there brought unto him little children, that he 
should put his hands on them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked 





AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 18:1 In that hour came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, 
Who then is ! greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 2 And he called 
to him a little child, and set him in the midst of them, 3 and said, 
Verily I say unto you, Except ye turn, and become as little children, 
ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoso- 
ever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is 
the + greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoso shall receive 
one such little child in my name receiveth me: 6 but whogc shall 
cause one of these little ones that believe on me to stumble, it is 
profitable for him that 2a great millstone should be hanged about his 
neck, and that he should be sunk in the depth of the sea. 

12 How think ye? if any man have a hundred sheep, ad one of 
them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and go 
unto the mountains, and seek that which goeth astray? 13 And if 
so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth over it more 
than over the ninety and nine which have not gone astray. 14 Even 
so it is not *the will of your Father who is in heaven, that one of 
these little ones should perish. 

19:13 Then were there brought unto him little children, that he 
should lay his hands on them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked 
them. 14 But Jesus said, Suffer the little children, and forbid them 
not, to come unto me: for ®to such belongeth the kingdom of 
heaven. 15 And he laid his hands on them, and departed thence. 


1Gr., greater. *Gr., a millstone turned by an ass. *Gr., a 


them. 


thing willed before your Father. * Some ancient authorities read, 


6 
14 But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to once lilacs sheng: 


come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 
15 And he laid his hands on them, and departed thence. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 
Ors Lord’s ministry wa‘ marked by 


his continual reversal of the views 

of men. We have studied his reve- 
lation concerning the cross, and we have 
listened to Peter expressing the views of 
men regarding that. And now comes his 
teaching concerning the child, with its new 
revelation concerning the character ,of this 
wonderful Kingdom of Heaven. The dis- 
ciples put the children on the back seats 
of the Kingdom. How astonished they 
were when they found that none but chil- 
dren, and those who became like children, 
could even get inside the Kingdom. Christ 
came into an adult world in which children 
had lost their heritage. Wherever his mes- 
sage of grace has gone childhood is now 
treasured. And in no place on earth does 
the child stand in the midst with a clearer 
setting forth of the Master’s message than 
in the Sunday school. We Sunday school 
folk above all others should seek to enter 
into the twofold message of the lesson: to 
become as little children, and to bring lit- 
tle children to the Saviour. 


The Historical Setting 
Christ’s message on the child was given 


* in Capernaum, where our Lord went after 


the transfiguration and the healing of the 
demon-possessed boy (Mark 9: 30, 33-37). 
This was in the late summer of A. D. 29. 
The blessing of the little children took 
place on the journey to Jerusalem, not 
long before his entrance into Jericho, in 
March of A. D. 30.' 
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Verse by Verse 


Matthew 18:1.—Who is the greatest? 
See Mark 9: 34. 


Verse 2—Jesus called a little child. It 
may have been Peter’s child, as they were 
probably in his home. A beautiful example 
of our Lord’s. method of teaching. Set 
him in the midst. And took him in his 
arms (Mark 9: 36). 


Verse 3.—Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children. Here is our 
Lord’s definition of conversion, completely 
“turning,” becoming like little children, not 
in every respect like children (1 Cor. 14: 
20; Eph. 4:14; Heb. 5:12-14), but in 
humility and faith. Shall not enter imto 
the kingdom of heaven. They had spoken 
of who would be greatest in the Kingdom. 
He speaks of the importance of being sure 
that they are inside the Kingdom. Becom- 
ing as little children, therefore, means the 
same as being born of the Spirit (John 3: 
5), being poor in spirit (Matt. 5:3), re- 
ceiving Christ as our personal Saviour and 
becoming children of God (John 1:12). 


Verse 4—Whosoever therefore shall 
humble himself. Just what the disciples 
were not doing. Each was exalting him- 
self, looking out for Number One. The 
same is greatest. Our Lord himself was 
greatest in the Kingdom and was the hum- 
blest, too. The expression, however, is 
general, meaning that one who would seek 
the highest place must take the lowest place. 


Verse 5—Whoso skall receive one such 
little child. A new message is added, that 
of loving and receiving the little children, 
which childlike believers will readily do. 
The disciples soon forgot this m*ssage 
(Matt. 19:13, 14). In my name. . The 
greatness of the little children and of child- 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 


of Religious Education, 


like believers consists in their relationship 
to Christ. Receiveth me. How startling is 
this climax. Truly the least in the King- 
dom is greater than John (Matt. 11:11). 


Verse 6.—Whoso shall offend. Shall 
“cause to stumble.” One of these little ones 
which believe in me. This, like the pre- 
ceding verse, applies literally to little chil- 
dren, and also to the childlike believers, 
Note Mark 9: 38-43. 


Verses 12 to 14.—PARABLE OF THE LosT 
SHEEP, The central message in this par- 
able is the heavenly Father’s infinite, ten- 
der, compassionate love for each individual 
chilc, who is lost and needs a Saviour, and 
for each humble-hearted believer. The 
story is true to life and makes its appeal 
to that which they all would recognize, the 
shepherd’s care of each individual, sheep 
and the certainty that he would leave the 
ninety and nine and seek for the one lost 
sheep. The parable occurs also in Luke 
15: 1-7 where the setting is different and 
where the application is to a lost sinner 
who has gone astray in outward sin, The 
two passages beautifully set forth two kinds 
of sinners—in Luke the adult who has 
spent years in straying, in Matthew the 
little children, all of whom need to be saved, 
and each of whom is dear to the Father, 
who would not have one perish. It is 
not the Father’s love for children that is 
emphasized, but the Father’s love for lost 
children. 


Chapter 19:13.—Then were _ there 
brought unto him little children. During 
his last journey to Jerusalem. Luke refers 
to them as “babes,” or “infants” (Luke 18: 
15). That he should put his hands on 
them, and pray. Parents were accustomed 
to bring their children to the elders for 








' 
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blessing, and what a blessing this, to have 
the hands of the divine’ Master upon them! 

Verse 14.—But Jesus said. He was 
“moved with indignation” (Mark 10: 14). 
Suffer little children, and forbid them not, 
to come unto me. This command, which 
has revolutionized the view of the Chris- 
tian Church and of the world with regard 
to little children, is a stern rebuke, yet we 
read it now as one of the most precious 
and gracious words ever spoken. For of 
such is the kingdom of heaven. Including 
both the children themselves and the hum- 
ble, trusting believers who have become as 
little children and thus entered the King- 
dom. 


Verse 15.—He laid his hands on them. 
Having taken them up in his arms (Mark 
10:16). These little ones never lost the 
effect of that blessing (1 Chron, 17:27). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

“No oné but this little boy,” complained 
a disappointed evangelist when a lad of 
twelve came to accept Christ as his Sav- 
iour, after several days of meetings. The 
boy had come with a glowing heart to 
take Christ, but. his joy was mingled with 
heaviness as the evangelist’s words kept 
repeating themselves on his way home. The 
Lord lifted the burden, but he never forgot 
the mistaken estimate of a “little boy”; he 
became a business man, but his life passion 
is winning boys and girls; for years he has 
led in a soul-winning junior Christian En- 
deavor work that has brought hundreds of 
boys and girls to. Christ. Many a meeting 
has been a mighty meeting when only one 
little boy took Christ; like the meeting in 
England on a rainy night with few in at- 
tendance when a boy named Charles H. 
Spurgeon was saved. Let us take Christ’s 
estimate of a child and give a primary place 
in our Christian activity to the winning 
and the training of children and young peo- 
ple. To do that it is needful that we have 
a childlike heart. That is a great essential 
for successful Sunday-school work, and 
the Sunday-school is the church’s greatest 
instrument for winning the child and for 
training the child-winners. 


Lesson Outlines _ 
Lessons oN CHILDHOOD 

1. Lesson of the Child in the Midst 
(Matt. 18: 1-6). 

2. Lesson of the Parable of the Lost 
Sheep (18: 12-14). 

3. Lesson of the Blessing of the Little 
Children (19: 13-15). 

KrncpomM CHILDREN 

1. Enter the Kingdom by becoming as 
little children. 

2. Open the Kingdom wide to little 
children by bringing them to Christ. 

3. Adorn the Kingdom by loving fel- 
lowship and keeping out every cause of 
Stumbling. _ 

4. Become great in the Kingdom 
through the pathway of humility and 
selfless service. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Child Study. A good teacher must know 
the child as well as the Bible. An admir- 
able program is now open to Sunday school 


teachers to study the child from a Scrip- 


_ tural viewpoint, through the new Evan- 
. gelical 


Teacher --Training Association. 


. Write the secretary, Clarence H. Benson, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of a Uniform 
Lessons far.the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 


a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. April 1.—Confessing. and Following 
CUMGUE  Fige ie b cS betaues Matt. 16:13 to 17 : 27 


Or, 
The Risen Christ (Easter Lesson). John 20: 1-16 
2. April 8.—The Child and the Kingdom. 
Matt. 18 : 1-14; 19 : 13-15 
3. April 15.—Jesus Teaches Forgiveness 
Matt. 18 : 15-35 
4. April 22—Our All for the Kingdom. 
Matt. 19: 1-30 
5. April 29.—Christ’s Standard of Great- 
BORE civic’ chet vvide a db eR ee vhecse Matt. 20 : 1-34 
6. May 6.—Jesus Acclaimed as King. 
Matt. 21 : 1-46 
7. May 13.—Christianity and Patrictism 
(Temperance and Good Citizenship). 
Matt. 22:1 to 23:39 
8. May 20.—The Future of the Kingdom. 
Matt. 24:1 to 25 : 30 
9. May 27.—The Last Judgment. Matt 25 : 31-46 
10. June 3.—Jesus in the Shadow of the 
CHOES ccccicccccccccccvesevcees Matt. 26: 1-75 
11. June 10.—Jesus on the Cross ..Matt. 27 : 1-66 
12, June 17.—The Risen Lord and the 
Great Commission .......... Matt. 28 : 1-20 
13. June 24.—Review. 








153 Institute Place, Chicago, for informa- 
tion about ferming training classes in child 
study, pedagogy, and Sunday school meth- 
ods, as well as in Bible, — classes that lead 
to teaching certificates. 


Children and the Public Schools. ‘The 
greatest school system in the world — the 
American public schools —is in danger of 
decay because it is robbing children of their 
greatest educational heritage—the Bible. 
In the city of Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
there are nearly nine thousand pupils tak- 
ing Bible as an elective subject, taught by 
teachers who believe the Bible to be the 
Word of God. The work is taken during 
regular school hours, and full credit is 
given, but the courses and their support are 
quite independent of the school system. 
For a pamphlet telling of this remarkable 
work, write to Dr. J. P. McCallie, Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn., enclosing postage. 


Other Special Topics. The Home. The 
Sunday School. Teaching Principles of 
Christ. Characteristics of ~ Childhood. 
Children in the Bible. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have you entered the Kingdom of 
Heaven? To be born of the Spirit is to 
be converted and become as little children. 
A definite decision is needed; believe! and 
leave the miracle to God. 


Win the children to Christ. They are 
lost, and zed the Saviour. But they are 
open to believe when the message is 
brought. Let it be the message of the 
Cross, They understand a crucified Sav- 
iour dying in their place. 

Preach to children! <A pastor about a 
year ago was challenged when a visiting 
friend told him there was nothing in his 
two Sunday sermons that a child. could 
understand. He was led to reverse his 
whole plan of ministry, making his eve- 
ning meetings for children, illustrating the 
Gospel with home-made pictures and mani- 
kins. His congregations now are three- 
fourths children and young people, with an 
increase also of adults, who understand 
these sermons. as well as the children. 

Send the Gospel: to children of heathen 
and Moslem lands. .. The bondage of the 
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children, especially -the girls, in India, 
China, Africa, Moslem lands, and the whole 
heathen world constitutes one of the most 
powerful motives for taking the message 
of him who alone sets the children free. 

Train teachers to teach children and win 
them to Christ. See Special Topics. 

Aim for childlike character. Let us test 
ourselves by the child in the midst. Are 
we proud, self-seeking, unbelieving, or hum- 
ble, unselfish, trustful, and ‘loving? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Children are lost sheep; but it is not the 
will of the heavenly Father that one should 
perish: it is ours to take them: the mes- 
sage of life. 


The only key to the Kingdom is son- 
ship: all. citizens are children of the 
heavenly King. 

The worth of a child has been raised to 
heavenly heights since Bethlehem’s man- 
ger cradled God. 


Home’s choicest treasure is a little child: 
let us welcome the new-born babe as a 
kingly gift from God. 

Even adults understand a good children’s 
sermon. 


Godless. schools will turn out quiets 
children, and godless children are iticax 
fathers of a ruined nation. 


Bible study and. child study should ever 
go together, 


Evangelical Christians may well learn a 
lesson from the Roman Catholic Church in 
its nurturing of its children. 


Cotumsat, S. C. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of, The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, 
rs. Askew, and Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


W HAT unique contribution is found in 
Matthew concerning our Lord’s teach- 
ings about children? 


2. What is Matthew’s unique contribution 


to the story of the Lord Jesus receiving little 
children? (Mati. 19: 13-15.) 

3. What light does Luke throw upon this 
incident of the bringing of children to the 
Lord for his blessing? (Luke 18: 15-17.) 

4. What is the difference between childish- 
ness and childlikeness? 

5. Does humility in any way detract from 


manliness, womanliness, or strength of char- 


acter and moral stamina? 


6. Who furnishes the most striking ex- 
ample of lcesing Heaven through pride? Give 
Scripture references. 

7. What lesson did Christ give the disciples 
concerning little children, which they quickly 
forgot? How did they show that they did 
not learn the lesson? What was the cause 
of apd failure? 


. On what two occasions did our. Lord 


tet “the Parable of the Lost Sheep? - Is the 
message the same‘on each occasion? If not, 
what is the difference? 


9. Does our Lord teach that children are 
naturally good? Hf not, why does he = say 
that the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to them? 


10. Christ tells us to be like little children, 
and yet in Ephesians 4:14 we read, “That 
we henceforth 


and fro.” How are the two reconciled? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lessen questions are given 
on page 200 of this isdtte. 


be no more children, tossed to- 


== = 


SS —— 


== 


SS —— 


Lesson for April 8 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But-readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full. list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be ‘rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Tilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
lesson text indicated in the 


son, 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 


A Child’s Feet.—And Jesus called a lit- 
tle child unto him, and set him in the midst 
of them (Matt. 18:2). While things are 
pliable is the time to make them permanent. 
A pastor in Kansas, in a letter to the 
business department of THm SuNnpAy 
ScHoot Times, gives a striking instance 
of this. “On the front walk leading up to 
my church one can see the imprint of two 
baby feet, pointing toward the door. Some 
mother lad set her baby down there when 
the cement was still fresh. She started 
him in the right direction. Early impres- 
sions are permanent. Start the child right! 
That was fourteen years ago, and still the 
impressions on the walk are as if dating 
from yesterday.” How much better to 
turn the feet of a little child toward the 
Door that is Christ himself, than away 
from that Door —From The Sunday. School 
Times. Sent by William S. Bowden, Clai- 
borne, Ohio. 


Are We Doing the Same?—Except ye 
be converted, and become as little children 
(v. 3). Little Charlie said, “Mother, what 
is: it to believe in Jesus?” “To think that 
he loves you, that he died for you, that he 
cares for you.” Charlie stopped playing 
with his toys, and was still. His mother 
said, “What are you doing?” “Believing 
on Jesus.”—From The Pentecostal Herald. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watis, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. Prize illustration. 


The Children’s Graves.—Even so it is 


not the will of your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these little one# should 


perish (v. 14). An old sexton in a ceme-- 


tery took special pains with the little graves. 
When asked why, he said, “Sir, about those 
larger graves I don’t know who are the 
Lord’s saints, and who are not; but you 
know, sir, it’s different with the bairns.”— 
From the Rev. C. M. Keach in tract, 
“Childhood.” Sent-by William S. Bowden, 
Claiborne, Ohio; Mrs. B. G. Dowen, East- 
bourne, Sussex, Eng.; and Emily McFar- 
land, Newark, Ohio. 


She Did Want Her Name Known.—Suf- 
fer. little children, ond forbid them not, 
to come unto me (Golden Text). George 
Pentecost used to tell of a timid little girl 
who came to the leader of a meeting and 
said, “Will you pray for me at the meeting, 
please, but do not mention my name.” 
When every head was bowed and there 
was perfect silence he prayed for her and 
said, “O Lord, there is a little girl here 
who does not want her name known, but 
Thou dost know her; save her precious 
soul.” There was stillness for a moment 
and then way back in the congregation a 
little girl arose and a little pleading voice 
said, “Please, it’s me, Jésus, it’s me.” “She 
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did not want to have a doubt. She wanted 
to be saved and she was not ashamed to 
say, “Jesus, it’s me.”—From “5000 Best 
Modern Illustrations.” Sent -by L. G. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


Too Young?—Suffer little children, and 
forbid them not (Golden Text). Rose 
Mary was an attendant at one of the 
schools conducted by the Canadian Sunday 
School Mission. Only six years of age, it 
might be questioned if she was not too 
young to profit—so thought the teacher. 
On the final day opportunity was given 
for any who wished to accept Christ to 
come to the front. Rose Mary left her 
seat, but the teacher said, “Perhaps you 
don’t fully understand, Rose Mary; you 
are so young; you better go back to your 
seat.” And Rose Mary went back, her 
heart full of anguish that overflowed in 
tears. Questioned by the teacher as to 
the cause, the child who was “too little 
to understand” sobbed, “My parents don’t 
want me to be a Christian, and now 
teacher doesn’t want me to be one either.” 
Rose Mary and “teacher” knelt together 
in the schoolroom, and a little child entered 
into life. “Simply to Thy cross I cling.” 
One need not to be very old or very wise 
to do that—From The Sunday. School 
Times. Sent by Mamie D, Smith, Peters- 
burg, Va. 


Mexican Children, Too.—Suffer little 
children, and forbid them not, to come 
(Golden Text). A Mexican child was 
brought to a vacation school in the San 
Joaquin. - Evidently she felt some .differ- 
ence between her reception and that of the 
other children. She heard the story of 
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Christ blessing little children, and was im- 
pressed. Some one took her to Sunday 
school and there was decided objection to 
a Mexican child. She marched up to the 
superintendent and demanded, “Is it true 
that Jesus loves only little white children?” 
She was assured it was not true, and with- 
out a word of explanation she marched out 
and returned with four other Mexican 
children, saying, “I wasn’t going to bring 
them until I knew.”—From The Presby- 
terian Magazine. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


w . 
Teaching by Obiects 
By Ethel S. Low 





- 

MatTERIAL: We cannot do better 
than follow our Lord’s example and 
use a little child to teach the truths of 
this lesson. A small child with the 
father or mother. 











HERE are several things we notice 

about a small child. One is its helpless- 
ness. Some one has to care for it. So 
the child depends on its gather or mother 
for everything. 

The child has absolute faith in father 
and mother. How many times we have 
all seen a tiny tot jump into the father’s 
arms with never a thought of fear. And 
mother’s arms are a shield against anything 
that can harm. 

‘ A’small child has not learned any self- 
confidence or pride. He is continually 
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The Golden Text in Song 





Matthew 19 : 14 
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watching others and learning from them. 
As ‘he grows older, he is asking for help, 
even begging mother or somebody else to 
play with him. 

A little child has no worries, because he 
has perfect trust. 

These are some of the things Christ 
wants us to copy in the Christian life. 
Really, we are helpless. Sometimes we 
feel very brave and independent, but just 
a touch of God’s hand on us in judgment, 
and how helpless we are! God wants us 
to realize our powerlessness and his power. 
“Without me ye can do nothing.” 

He is constantly teaching us faith. If 
we had the complete trust of the child, 
we should have no worries. We should 
rest as secure in God’s hands as the baby 
does in its mother’s arms. 

The spirit of teachableness which the 
child has would make us constantly will- 
ing to look up into the Father’s face and 
say, “Not my will, but thine, be done.” 
We would “let go and let God.” Oh, for 
the spirit of the little child! 


Mopesto, Cat. 
ve 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Child Attitude.—Except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven 
(Matt. 18:3). When I have been joking, 
telling stories, laughing and carrying on, 
some grave and serious senior is apt to 
say, “Pipe down, don’t be so kiddish.” I 
reply, “Thank you, kind lady,” and pro- 
ceed to out Herod the kids. 

Every man has grown up around a lit- 
tle boy, just as every woman has grown 
up around a little girl, as has been pointed 
out in this Corner before. The man never 
loses his flair for tops and marbles, nor 
the woman for dolls and fairy stories. 
Hence it is that those of us who keep the 
faith of our youth, and remain as little 
children, believing and trusting in our Sav- 
iour, make sure of our entrance into the 
Kingdom of Heaven by the Way provided. 

One of the wisecracking writers of the 
newspapers says, “The intelligentsia usually 
have neither knowledge nor money, .and 
that is why they have little influence and 
do nothing.” The A. A. A. A., we are 
told, is recruited from the intelligentsia. 
They are too smart and brainy to accept 
the “old wives’ tales” of the Bible. Yes, 
indeedy! I know, for I used to be one! 

About the time I graduated from Old 
Siwash I was riding a high horse in a 
high hat and could ask a list of questions 
as long as my arm, no theological seminary 
or Bible school could ever answer. And by 
the way, today most, if not all, of them 
are answered in the discoveries of science 
and excavation. 

I was so awful smart right off my quad- 
ratic equations, Latin, Greek, French, and 
German, that the best job I could com- 
mand was with a Jew at $7 per week. Then 
I began to deflate, shrink, and get down 
mentally to that little boy inside of me, 
who knows how to take things on faith, 
even the gift of salvation. Then I began 
to be of some use to myself and to the 
world, because Heaven could use me. Solo- 
mon (1 Kings 3:7-10). 
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Hopeless Boy and Scoring Man.—If oa 
man have an hundred sheep,...he... 
secketh that which is gone astray (v. 12). 
We Country Jakes who have been raised 
under the conditions that prevailed tpon 
the old farm know what it means to seek 
“that which is gone astray.” There is 
scarcely a farm animal from Old Dobbin 
to the big red rooster we have not gone 
whooping and hollering after. 

At some of the county fairs in the West 
they have “hog hollering” contests. Usually 
won by the women, by the way! This hog 
voice culture, however, is not for lost, 
but hungry, hogs. A “Come-and-get-it” 
yell. But here is the point of this para- 
graph: It is not often the runt that goes 
astray. It is often the best and most prom- 
ising. 

A man’s finer qualities are sometimes his 
undoing. It is often the genial, generous, 
hail-fellow-well-met, everybody-likes-him, 
who falls into company that leads to drink. 
When the Master finds him and brings 
him back we have an Augustine and a St. 
Francis of an ancient day and a Sam Had- 
ley and a Billy Sunday of a recent day, 
and a whole galaxy of great Christian 
workers all around and in between. 

This is the reason the “hopeless” boy is 
often the “scoring” man when he is found 
and brought into the Kingdom. . Moral: 
Never despair of a wayward and wander- 
ing boy until he is dead. Leave the ninety 
and nine and go after him. Like as not 
he will be the “sheep” that will deliver 
you the heaviest and finest “wool.” John 
Bunyan, the drunken tinker, wrote “Pil- 
grim’s Progress,” and Jerry McAuley, the 
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river thief, was the father of Rescue Mis- 
sion work, 


Heaven Here and Now.—Suffer little 
children ... to come unto me: for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven (19:14). Forty- 
one years ago our minister asked me to go 
to a little Sunday school in the toughest 
part of the neighborhood and see if I could 
save it from “going on the rocks.” “It 
will take you three or four weeks,” said 
our pastor, “and in the meantime I will 
have a young man ready to take it.” That 
was Rock Run in 1893. 

I have walked up there at 1.30 every 
Sunday afternoon ever since with but few 
omissions. If you could be there next 
Sunday when I arrive you would no doubt 
be surprised to see a bunch of little children 
make a dead set for me. They would be 
on my lap when I sat down, and some 
would have arms around my neck. Many 
of them are orphans whose fathers have 
been killed in the dangerous steel mills, or 
have succumbed to disease. The bread 
winner having gone, Mother has to move 
to Rock Run where rents are low. The 
children have adopted me as Dad, and it 
is my joy to father them. 

A pair of these little orphan girls, who 
called at our home when I was sick, said 
to Mrs, Ridgway, “All us Rock Run girls 


is just crazy about Mr. Ridgway, an’ don’t: 


want nothin’ to happen to him.” I have 
children there whose mothers I carried in 
my arms before them, and whose grand- 
mothers welcomed me as the new superin- 
tendent in 1893. 

Now you know the secret of the forty- 
one years’ trot in all weathers up and down 
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‘crease” (John 3:30). 
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the Rock Run road. Now you can guess 
why I have never grown up. . The children 
in the family get too big to crawl over 
you and hug and kiss you and whisper, “I 
love ’o0.” But Mission Sunday school chil- 
dren are a perennial product. 

When the one gets too big there is 
always another little shaver or another 
little lassie to jump right up on the vacant 
knee with the like warm little arms to go 
around the neck and the like little voice 
to lisp, “Me loves ’oo.” From this you 
will know what I have in mind when I 
tell the folks in this Corner anyone can 
have a delicious taste of Heaven long be- 
fore the doctor has to say, “Make him com- 
fortable, I’ve done all I know,” and the 
minister comes. Yes, dear Cornercopias, 
“of such is the kingdom of heaven,” HERE 
and NOW. 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Greatness. 


Discussion: The difference between child- 
ishness and childlikeness. 


Objective: Christlike humility. 











AY, fellows, there are three ways in 

which you can grow and become great. 
They are: physical, mental, and spiritual. 
To grow physically great, you practice a 
program of proper diet, exercise, and rest; 
thus you gain stature, hardness of muscles, 
and the glow of health. The athlete or 
the pugilist can show you a fair sample of 
physical greatness. To grow mentally 
great, you study in literature, in philosophy, 
in languages, in physics, in arts and sci- 
ences. The scholar, the statesman, the poet, 
the musician, the artist, and the doctor can 
show you a fair sample of this. 

To grow spiritually great is a very dif- 
ferent process; that is, the development 
seems to be downward instead of upward, 
in a certain sense, There is no such thing 
a a spiritual colossus in human life. John 
the Baptist, in speaking of Jesus Christ, 
said, “He must increase, but I must de- 
Yet, just before 
John was beheaded by Herod, the Lord 
said: “Among them that are born of 
women there hath not risen a greater than 
John the Baptist” (Matt. 11:11). 

The Lord had difficulty teaching the dis- 
ciples the meaning of greatness. They had 
a wrong idea, like many people have to- 
day. They thought that to be great a 
man must s# high up, must have world 
power, must wear a badge of authority, 
must be applauded by the crowd, his name 
must be on many tongues, must be awe- 
imspiring, and a lot of things like that. 

Mark tells how they actually got into 
an ugly wrangle among themselves as to 
which of them would be the biggest man, 
next to the Lord, when the Kingdom should 
be established (Mark 9: 33-37). Well, 
doesn’t that sound like a lot of boys at 
“town ball” bidding to be first “at bat” or 
catcher or pitcher! Surely they were get- 
ting childish all right; but that was not 
the kind of “little child” the Lord was 
thinking of when he said, “Whosoever . . . 
shall humble himself as this little child, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the same is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven” (Matt. 18:4). Even after that, 
this childish quarrel continued, and James 
and John went to their mama about it. 
So she took the matter up with the Lord 
and he answered her: ‘Ye know not what 
ye ask” (Matt. 20: 20-28). Then the other 
ten disciples got very much worked up 
over it, and they were all mad with James 
and John. It was an ugly mess. All be- 
cause they did not understand what it was 
to be great. This was why the Lord took 
a little child on his knee and said, “Ex- 
cept ye . . . become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matt. 18:3). Why, they needed to know 
how to get into Heaven before they should 
be concerned as to what position they 
would occupy there, Later the Lord gave 
them another lesson on greatness in humble 
service by taking a towel and girding him- 
self and washing the disciples’ feet (John 
13: 2-17). 

So you see, fellows, to grow spiritually 
great you must humble yourself before 
God and before your fellows, too. Then 
the power of God can flow through you, 
and your greatness will be in that propor- 
tion that it is more of God and less of 
you. A little child is trustful and takes life 
simply. So must you, if you would have 
spiritual power. Yes, grow strong physically 
and grow in knowledge mentally ; but never 
risk physical and mental growth without 
spiritual growth, for that is fatal. It is 
through that childlike, yielded spirit that the 
Holy Spirit can guide you safely. Suppose 
you tried to drive a big, fine automobile, the 
wheel of which was not connected with the 
steering gear. You would run into the ditch, 
or you would collide with the first car 
you met, wouldn’t you? The same thing 
happens in the great life journey when a 
fellow develops his physical and mental 
powers and fails to use the means God has 
provided for his spirit to grow. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
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For Primary Teachers 


By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
“Suffer little children to come unto ME.” 
1. The fact of sin. 

2. The necessity of repentance. 


3. God’s remedy for sin—Christ’s sub- 
stitutionary death on the cross. 


OD has given the Sunday school 

teacher the joy and privilege of writ- 
ing the saving name of the Lord Jesus 
on the minds and hearts of little ones. It 
is possible for all children to be saved, and 
it is the Lord’s desire that they should be 
saved as early as possible. Our lesson 
(Matt. 19: 13-15). emphasizes the fact that 
it was “little children” who were brought 
to the Saviour, and Luke tells us (18: 15) 
that some were mere infants. Teacher, 
have you brought your little ones to Christ? 
Have you taken them to. him in: prayer 
day by day? Have you shown them his 
infinite love-and pity which led him to 
the cross, there to die a shameful death 
to atone for their sin? 

Even hittle ones are sinners. “All have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God” (Rom, 3:23) we are told. Do not 
tell the children that they are. good and 


* 199 


are going to Heaven; but show. them the 
sin in their hearts —.self-will, pride, jeal- 
ousy, disobedience, and so on—and make 
it very clear that no sin can enter Heaven. 
Impress upon them the awfulness of sin, 
and the necessity of repentance and for- 
giveness. Explain carefully that repent- 
ance means a turning away from sin. Com- 
pare sin to a loathsome disease with which 
Satan tries to kill us, 

Then lead the little ones to the Saviour, 
who died to save them. “Suffer little 
children, and forbid them not, to come unto 
me: for of such is the kingdom’ of heaven” 
(Memory Verse). A child has little or no 
value in the kingdoms of the world, but 
immeasurable value in the Kingdom of God. 
The .most terrible words the Lord ever 
voiced were of those who cause children 
to stumble and lead them astray (Matt. 18: 
6-10). Be true to the inspired Word of 
God, teacher. “All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction.” “I charge thee therefore be- 
fore God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, ... 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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preach the word” (2 Tim. 3:16; 4:2). 
See also 2 Peter 1:20, 21. The Holy 
Spirit here declares that no Scripture is 
of human origin. It not only contains, but 
is the Word of God! 


Expression Work 


Let the children look up the following 
verses: Romans 3: 23; Ezekiel 18:4; Ro- 
mans 6: 23; John 3:16 and 36; 1 John 1: 
7; 1 John 2:12 and 28. 

York, Enc. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
thank thee that great learning or position do 
not admit. us to thy Kingdom. We would be 
as little children before thee, turning from our 
shallow wisdom to the earnest trustfulness and 
teachability of a little child. And may we who 
are chosen as teachers of the Word realize 
anew what is our high privilege and respon- 
sibility in making known thyself to those who 
are child-learners in the school where thou hast 
placed us in thy service. In the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—Somehow it would 
seem that human standards are wrong in 
a good many ways! Have you noticed 
what very humble persons the Lord Jesus 
chose for his disciples? Have you noticed 
how considerate he was of those who gave 
no special sign of ability but were just 
willing to do what he told them? If you 
think of the pomp and ceremony and lux- 
ury of the court of any kingdom, how far 
away that seems from childlikeness! The 
Kingdom of which our Lord was speaking 
in the lesson was not that kind of king- 
dom. If we wish really to belong, then it 
will have to be on his plan, and not on any 
other, and childlikeness is one of his re- 
quirements. When you walk along the 
street with a little child and he slips his 
hand into yours, he is doing what the Lord 
Jesus wants us to do if we are to walk 
with him. Will you do that this week? 
Let us pray. 





CHRIST THE ¥/ING, 
REQUIRES INGDOM 


CHILDLIKENESS. FOR THE 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for April 8) 


1. Matthew alone records the Lord’s words 
about the angels of the children who always 
behold the face of the Father (Matt. 18: 10). 

2. It is Matthew only who says that these 
little ones were brought to the Lord Jesus 
that he might “put his hands on them, and 
pray.” 

3. Luke calls the children “infants,” or 
“babes” (R. V.). This expression emphasizes 
the fact that they were very young, a little 
more than the expressions in Matthew and 
Mark: “‘little children” and “‘young children.” 

4. To be childish is to be puerile, petty, 
babyish, foolish, paltry, silly, trifling, trivial. 
Of course the Lord did not commend these 
qualities. To be childlike is to be simple in 
manner, trustful, confiding, believing, humble. 

5. Not at all; humility rather adorns these 
ba a certain grace that makes them lov- 
able. 

6. Satan. Isaiah 14: 12-17; Luke 10: 18; 
Ezekiel 28: 12-19. 

7. Our Lord taught them to receive little 
children in his Name (Matt. 19:5). A few 
months later they rebuked the parents for 
bringing little children (Matt. 19:13). The 
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disciples were occupied with their self-seeking, 
and had wrong views of the Kingdom, until 
after the death and resurrection of Christ and 
coming of the Holy Spirit. 


8. The Parable is told in Matthew 18: 12- 


' 14 and in Luke 15: 1-7. In both cases the 


Parable reveals the heavenly Father’s heart, 
his tender, compassionate love and desire to 
save each individual. In Matthew the teach- 
ing concerns little children and humble-hearted 
believers, that they may not perish. In Luke 
the teaching applies to publicans and sinners 
who have gone into outward sin. 


9. Christ makes clear that children are lost 
and need to be saved. But a child does natu- 
rally trust, and therefore is open to believe 
the Gospel message, which will result in sal- 
vation, Faith in the atoning work of Christ 
is the expression of a heart that humbles 
itself like a little child, recognizing its sin 
and dependence on God for salvation. 


10. We are to be like little children in 
humility and trustfulness. In other cases, 
believers who should be full grown, are re- 
buked for still being little children. In under- 
standing we are not to be children, but “in 
malice be ye children” (1 Cor. 12: 20; Eph. 
4:14, 15; Heb. 5: 12-14). 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The King and His Kingdom 
XIV. The King and Little Children. 
1. His teaching about children. 
2. His treatment of children. 


How like this King—the King of 
kings! —that he should concern him- 
self about little children at all! What 
other king of his time ever did? It has 
taken the world a long, long time even to 
begin to come up to his viewpoint about 
them, to care about them and for them 
as he so long ago taught us how to do. 
Let us see just what he did teach and do, 
in this matter, for we always find his 
example in line with his teaching. 


1. What did the King say about little 
children? In Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
we find much the same record of his 
words on this subject, which must have 
seemed startlingly strange and new to those 
who first heard them. Look back a bit 
(in Matt. 17) to find out where our Lord 
was when he called this little child to him 
and kept him there in the midst of that 
group of grown men while he gave them 
his unforgettable reply to their question: 
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” 

In Capernaum (Matt. 17:24) he un- 
doubtedly was, and, presumably, a guest 
in Peter’s louse there, as he must fre- 
quently have been, since that memorable 
Sabbath day when he restored the mother 
to health. Whose little son, then, was this 
child, who was apparently enough at home 
with him to come at his gesture of bid- 
ding with all willingness? And to stand 
there, in the fold of the Teacher-King’s 
loving arm, contentedly, while this Friend 
of his talked about the place and care of 
all little children? (See Mark 9: 36.) Per- 
haps this was Peter’s baby boy, or small 
grandson. What, think you, may have been 
the situation? 

Three things the King made clear about 
children: (1) that we older ones may “re- 
ceive” them, or “offend” them, or “cause 
them to stumble”; and (2) that we cannot 
so much as enter into his Kingdom unless 
and until we “become” like them, in spirit 
and attitude. Ask your girls to illustrate 
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“receiving” children in the Saviour’s name 
— how we may do that; and then, “causing 
them to stumble’? What can they, as 
sisters to little children, do in either way? 
What are they doing now? (3) Then 
there are mystical words of such beautiful 
import about the children’s angels who 
always behold the face of the Father. We 
cannot, now, understand them, fully, but 
we can believe and delight in their won- 
drous implication. 

2. Sometimes it is far easier to talk 
beautifully about a thing than to carry 
out that teaching in actual life. But, be- 
hold, the King himself rebuking grown 
men for their impatience with what they 
considered an unwarranted interruption of 
his time, as he called little children to him, 
took them in his arms, and laid his hands 
upon them in blessing! Loveliest picture 
in this loveliest Life! 


Home Study 


Unless you have long ago done this, 
memorize this brief story, this week. 
Mark’s telling is most vivid (Mark 10: 
13-16). Compare all three accounts. 


Decatur, GA. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 15. The Place of Prayer in Christian Liv- 
ing. Eph. 1 : 15-23. 





Sunday, April 8 


The Place of Bible Study in Christian 
Living (Rom. 15 : 1-4) 





Mon.—Read the Word (Acts 17 : 10-12). 

Tues.—Study in childhood (2 Tim. 3 : 14-17). 

Wed.—The Jewish method (Deut. 6: 4-9). 

Thurs.—Seek instruction (Acts 8 : 26-35). 

Fri.—Feeding the soul (1 Pet. 2: 1-5). 

Sat.—The power of the Word (Heb. 4: 12, 
13). 











How does the Bible provide food for the : 
soul? 


What encouragement do Bible messages give 
us? 


How is the Bible a light to our path? 


6¢6@ TUDY the Bible, and not about the 

Bible. Much that is called Bible 
study is not Bible study at all. Satan 
kept men for years from any interest in 
Bible study, but now that there is a great 
and growing interest in it he keeps them 
from real Bible study. Questions about 
the authorship, date, and the like, of the 
various books of the Bible are both inter- 
esting and important; but studying these 
things is not studying the Bible.”—R. A. 
Torrey, D.D. 


The Bible makes certain very definite 
claims to a place in the life of a Chris- 
tian. It claims to be God-breathed (2 
Tim. 3: 14-17); and since it is God’s mes- 
sage to us it is therefore worthy of our 
attention and study. 


The Bible claims to be a book of in- 
struction for the believer. The word 
“learning,” in our Scripture lesson from 
Romans 15: 4, is the old English word that 
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Lesson for April 8 


means just this. Perhaps we would. write 
it today, in modern English, “instruction” 
or “teaching.” Psalm 19:7 and 2 Tim- 
othy 3:15 also bear testimony to the power 
of the Scriptures to instruct and to make 
wise. 

ee 


The Bible claims to keep and to sanc- 
tify those who read it (Psa. 119: 11 and 
John 17:17). It keeps by warning of dan- 
gers ahead and pointing to the right path. 
It sanctifies by urging separation, and show- 
ing how we may be kept from entangle- 
ments and sin. 


The Bible claims to be a mirror to 
reveal to men their true condition (Jas. 
1:25). It checks us up in our short- 
comings, and in any departures from God’s 
will, In this same connection the Bible 
is a reproof to wrongdoing (2 Tim. 3: 16). 
As such, it makes us uncomfortable and 
dissatisfied with ourselves when we are out 
of God’s will. If we dislike to read the 
Bible, we may do well to ask ourselves 
if this is the reason. 

ve 

The Bible has a powerful cleansing 
effect upon the life, so that Paul speaks, 
in Ephesians 5:26, of the “washing of 
water by the word.” The Psalmist men- 
tions this truth also, for he writes, 
Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse 
his. way? by taking heed thereto accord- 
ing to thy word” (Psa. 119:9), the 
“thereto” referring, as shown by the pre- 
ceding verses, to the law of the Lord. 


ye 
The Bible claims to be food for the 
believer (Heb. 5: 12-14). It is food be- 
cause it satisfies the longing of the heart, 
and it builds up and strengthens the spir- 
itual life, just as physical food strengthens 


‘the physical life. 


The Bible claims to be the means to 


faith. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hear- - 


ing by the. word of God” (Rom. 10:17). 
As we read about God, what he has done 
for others, how he has guided them, of 
his marvelous love for us, of his miracle- 
working power, of his holiness and right- 
eousness, faith and trust are born and grow 
in our hearts. 
ye 
The Bible brings us encouragement and 
hope. It tells us that life with all its 
burdens, heartaches, and perplexities may 
be a glorious current through the power 
of the indwelling Christ, and it offers us 
the only sure hope this old world has ever 
known for the life beyond the grave. 
ye 
With such a marvelous guidebook, which 
can throw an inextinguishable light for the 
dark and difficult path, what place are you 
giving it in your life? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


“How to Master Matthew's Gospel,” by 
Robert C. McQuilkin, is a valuable side 
light on the Sunday-school lessons for the 
first six months of this year. It has been 
reprinted from the Times for December 
16 in pamphlet form, with a list of the 
lessons, and may be had at Io cents @ copy, 
$1 a dozen, from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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[ Children at Home | 


Yuki's Rabbit 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


me UKI, why do you always give Kitsu 
so much of your rice? I spend all 
my time in chasing the last grain round my 
empty bowl, for I am so hungry,” and 
Kago sighed. He was a small boy of 
twelve, and living away up in North Japan 
gives you a big appetite in the long, cold, 
snowy winters, 

“Oh, Kago, I am so fond of Kitsu I’d 
rather go hungry myself,” and his little 
sister hugged their pet rabbit. Where they 
lived the snow was so heavy during sev- 
eral months that they could not even get 
to the nearest village school. Their widow 
mother was also unable to go out to work, 
so they were often very short of food. 

One winter day, when the snow was very 
deep, Kago found a baby rabbit caught in 
a steel trap, and he brought him home to 
Yuki. She named him Kitsu, and she fell 
in love with the little creature and he 
became her plaything. Her mother was 
glad for her to have him, for they were 
far too poor to have any toys, and Yuki 
was not very strong, and had often to be 
left alone all day in their cottage, far away 
from everybody else. Yuki, however, was 
never lonely, because her father had taught 
her to love the Lord Jesus before he died, 
and the little girl was quite happy talking 
to Him as she played with her darling 
Kitsu. 

The winter after the rabbit was rescued 
was still more snowy, and the little house 
gradually became buried underneath the 
heavy white blanket. There was hardly 
any food at all, and the snow completely 
shut them in. The chimney from their 
cooking stove became blocked as well, so 
that they could only heat the melted snow 
water on their tiny brazier, a small iron 
or brass stand where coals are kept burn- 
ing. None of the village people could find 
their cottage, it was just one huge plain 
of snow. 

Yuki missed Kitsu one day. “Never 
mind, O Yuki,” said Kago, trying to com- 
fort her. “He has burrowed a little hole 
somewhere, and may get out or live under- 
neath the house. If we never see him 
again I shall get you another pet rabbit, 
so don’t cry.” But Yuki could not help it. 

“I asked the Lord Jesus so very hard 
to keep us together, and now Kitsu is gone 
first, and I’m so afraid you and Mother 
will leave me, too!” 

“Peace! Peace! my precious Treasure,” 
said her mother, whose faith in her hus- 
band’s God was not very strong, and was 
now being severely tested. 

Unless help came soon they might easily 
starve or freeze to death with the terrible 
cold, and already Yuki was looking very 
sick, Brave Kago was trying to remem- 
ber he was a soldier’s son and must not 
fail his poor family, but he had to ask 
God to give him strength and help every 
moment to be cheery, for both cold and 
hunger were becoming nearly impossible 
to bear. 

“O Lord Jesus,.save.us all!” he kept 
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whispering, and just when he felt discour- 
aged, he heard shouts. overhead. Their 
place had been found by some men from 
the village, but they might not have dis- 
covered it but for Kitsu. He had bur- 
rowed his way up through the snow, and 
was sitting on the top of the place where 
his friends were buried underneath. When 
he saw the men he began frantically scoop- 
ing away the snow, but did not run away 
as any wild rabbit would have done, 

“That’s a tame animal,” said one of the 
men. “Probably he belongs to the widow’s 
children, and they will be somewhere down 
there.” : 


So they set to work shoveling away the 








Be Yourself 
AND ENJOY YOURSELF 


Lrvinc down by the sea, we’ve 
come to know its tricks — 
how it affects our guests. Some 
it fills with a sense of pro- 
found and peaceful repose, 
while in others it inspires a 
tremendous zeal for sport and 


gaiety 
PEGGLE. 


If sand and salt air release a 
repressed buoyancy within 
you, you'll find plenty to ab- 
sorb it here at Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall. Health baths. 
Squash courts. Diverting game 
rooms. Music and entertain- 
ments. Outside there’s golf, 
riding along the surf, and 
countless other attractions. 

Or, maybe your sole desire 
is to sleep well, eat well, and 
enjoy perfect seclusion. We 
have no other sleep but the 
sound, refreshing kind, no 
other food than the most 
delicious. And on our broad 
Ocean Decks you may loll in 
the sun for hours with no one 
to say you nay. 





So trade your troubles for 
salt air and sunshine. At 
Chalfonte-Haddon Hall it will 
be the fairest exchange you 
ever made. Moderate _ rates 
mow in effect. Write for 
reservations. 


Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 
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mass of snow, and only just managed to 
save the distressed family in time. 


Oh, how thankful they all felt to God. 


for his goodness! Little Yuki seemed to 
revive as if by a miracle when she felt 
Kitsu in her arms once more! 

“The Lord Jesus does answer prayer,” 
she whispered happily, “for my honorable 
father always told me so.” 


WortTHINc, Sussex, Enc, 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Do you think I have 
a right to talk about my parents? Sometimes 
I am really perplexed at the way a simple 
idea is met by my mother. She has a strong 
temper, and if I do some little thing, or make 
a small mistake in carrying out her wishes, 
she fires up and lectures me! Now this is 
a small trouble that often spoils my few chances 
for pleasure. I have asked her to let me go 
to see a girl friend, who lives quite a way from 
home, She tells me to get back at a certain 
time. She always times me for everything 
I do and punishes me for being a tiny bit late. 
It spoils my visits to know what I'll get if 
I overstay. Why should I always have my 
pleasure broken, when I know that her reason 
is not because she needs me? 

I know that we should obey our parents, but 
Paul says, “Provoke not your children to anger.” 
Mother says this verse does not mean a show 
of temper when epposed. What does it mean? 
Mother is a consecrated Christian lady, but she 
is awfully hard to confide in. I always feel 
that I'd rather tell my troubles to the tea- 
kettle than to her. How can I obey her when 
I do not agree with her ideas? Is there any 
reason why a girl nearly fourteen should be 
treated as though she had no power to decide 
questions for herself? 

I like dancing, love a good show or novel. 
My friends ge to those things, and it seems 
that they are very nice; it seems that they 
have not become tough and fast, as my folks 
say worldly-minded young folks do. Don’t you 
think that if grown folks would quit reminding 
us of the vulgar things that go on, and spoil 
so many dances and shows for young people, 
that we would be better off? I wish they 
would find fively, rollicking entertainments, in- 
stead of reproving us and hurting our feelings 
all the time. If they refuse us the privilege 
of dancing and shows, they ought to replace 
them. 

Please help me!—PERPLEXED. 


M* DEAR GIRL: Will you let me 
help you? Tell me, what are parents 
for? What is their responsibility? Why 
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do they love their children more than their 
own lives? Why do they fear any evil 
coming to them? How many hours of her 
life do you think a mother spends on her 
knees praying for her children? Of-course 
I mean the Christian mother. Over this 
land today there are men of the highest 
rank in every profession who would tell 
you they owe all they are to the Christian 
mother who refused to let them guide them- 
selves, and trained them in the way they 
should go, and when they are old, they do 
not depart ‘from it (Prov. 22:6). 

You refer to that chapter in Ephesians, 
but you do not quote enough of it. This 
is the way it begins: “Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord: for this is right.” I 
take it you tell the truth about your mother 
when you say she is a “consecrated Chris- 
tian lady”; and if she is, she has a dis- 
cernment of the sin and evil of the day 
which you have not yet learned; and know- 
ing all she does, she can guard you against 
the pitfalls and the stumblingblocks. She 
is working hand in hand with GOD, and 
that means that she receives wisdom from 
on high, and to him she must answer for 
the kind of child she presents to him by 
and by. Oh, your mother is so true to 
her trust that even if she should lean too 
far in one way in her care for you, how 
happy you should be, for is she not making 
a mother for some other boys and. girls 
who may grace your own home some day? 
Oh, my dear child, she must be true to her 
God, even though she displeases you! God 
warns her of the evil, which you cannot 
even imagine, and he directs her with the 
knowledge that comes from on high, for 
he looks down and sees even the hearts 
of men. And when you would innocently 
walk into the wrong path, he answers her 
prayers and tells her just how she should 
deal with you, because he sees your heart, 
and knows all its intentions. And more 
than that, he sees the enemy, the “adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion . . . seeking 
whom he may devour”; and seeing your 
mother’s love, and having a greater love 
than that for you, he guides her to pro- 
tect you, so that you shall not be led where 
there would be influences that might hinder 
you from being what he designs you to 
be. (Read 1 Peter 5:8.) 

I had a letter the other day, from a girl 
who was weeping as she wrote, saying 
that she had never had the opportunity of 
a Christian home in her youth, but that 
she had lately found the Saviour as her 
Redeemer, and she begged me to tell her 
what she should do to become a good 
mother, so that she might give her little 
girl the opportunity of a Christian home, 
and the blessings which go with it. Such 
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Do you know that there are thousands of communities in the United States where the Gospel is not 
preached? Think of a generation growing up without the influence of Church, Sunday School, or Bible ! 
What are we going to do about it? Are we going to let these young people grow up at our very doors in 
ignorance of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ? If you-cannot go let us be your representative. 
A mission has been formed for this purpose, and Rev. Homer Stanley Morgan is to devote his time to 
the evangelization of these neglected places. Here is a field worthy of your prayer and attention. 
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a gift from God cannot be bought with 
money. When these influences of which 
you write chafe a bit, and you get restless 
because you do not have your own way, 
look up, and again, look around you and 
see the coarseness of the world. The Bible 
is true when it tells you in Romans 12:2 
that in Him you are “transformed,” and, 
as that transformation takes place, the 
craving for the world is removed, and you 
learn to be like God. 

I know how the things of the world 
appeal to you, for the air is full of them, 
and it takes a strong, courageous girl to 
choose the good and the things that are 
heavenly, for the lights are bright in the 
world, and they are very apt to dazzle. 
But get outside in the clear sunshine, and 
find a few wholesome, recreational pleas- 
ures out-of-doors, and the world will not 
have so much influence over you. Jazz 
music and the dance will lose their fleshly 
attraction, and you will want something 
higher and finer, and wiil be unwilling to 
look upon the coarse and impure in the 
movies, and waste your time by following 
the things that Satan originates. You will 
seek the things that are above .and feed 
your mind and heart on the real things of 
God. I pray for you that you may “hunger 
and thirst after righteousness,” for then I 
know you shall be filled! 








The Victorious Life 

















REAT blessing has come to multitudes 

of people through the Victorious Life 
Conferences held each summer at Keswick 
Grove, N. J. The dates for next summer’s 
conferences are as follows: 





May 29, 30 (Memorial Day 
Get-Together) 
June 23 to July 1 (Student 
Conference) 
July 3, 4 (July Fourth 
Get-Together) 
July 7-15 (Young People’s 
Conference) 
July 21-29 (General Conference) 
August 4-12 (General 
Conference) 
August 18-26 (Young People’s 
Conference) 
August 31 to Sept. 3 (Labor Day 
Conference) 











Won’t you begin to pray now about the 
possibility of your attending at least one 
conference, and that some friend also may 
be led of God to go to Keswick? 

Month-end conferences are to be held 
at Keswick: 


March 30 to April 1 
April 27-29 
May 25-27 


For information and registration, com- 
munications should be addressed, after 
April 1, to the Victorious Life Testimony 
at the new offices, 506-509. Commonwealth 
Building, Twelfth and Chestnut Streets, 
Philadelphia. 7 
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Lesson for April 8 


A Gospel’ Work 


among the Children 


HE Child Scripture Gift Fellowship 

is a world-wide work, now in its fourth 
year, formed to give the Gospel to children, 
and to get it to them before Satan gives 
them his lie. The first gift the Fellowship 
received was ten dollars from-a_ student 
who was working her way through 
Wheaton College. 

The Fellowship is, first, an enterprise 
to give Bibles or Bible portions to chil- 
dren. It promotes a world-wide fellowship 
of prayer. In an extensive and fruitful 
way it has been preaching the Gospel and 
distributing Bible portions to children in 
the public grade and high schools, reaching 
many thousands of children in this way who 
attend no Christian services. 
ence with children and youth in many lands 
is a precious contact for Bible instruction, 
and counsel about education and conse- 
crated life work. Hundreds of children’s 
teachers have been helped to a more ef- 
fectual ministry of the Word. 

A card just received from an Illinois 
city says: “I want to tell you how God 
is blessing the ideas you gave me. I gave 
the lantern talk to three hundred and fifty 
intermediates and adults in Sunday school, 
as a special missionary feature, and it 
made a lasting impression. Two weeks 
ago I gave the heart and cross talk to one 
hundred Primary children, and they liked 
it.” A native evangelist from the Philip- 
pines asks permission to reprint a tract, 
and reports that a shipment of tracts 
reached him just in time for a Gospel booth 
at a large exposition, “as I prayed they 
would.” <A nine-year-old girl, from the 
mountains of Kentucky, sends a perfect 
report of studies in the Gospel of John. 
While from far away Nigeria, a black boy 
writes, “I -am thoroughly reading your 
tracts by looking up every Bible reference.” 

Purely Scriptural tracts were produced 
and given to tract societies around the 
world, wholesale, for three years. No call 
to preach the Gospel to children or to 
preach the Word has eyer been reftised, and 
no price has ever been put on this minis- 
try. Some co-operation has been given 
to more than a score of organizations oper- 
ating in the regions beyond, and the foun- 
der, J. E. McKee, is planning for an ex- 
tended world tour of the mission fields, 
both to learn.of childhood’s needs and more 
effectually to instruct and encourage chil- 
dren and youth in obeying the Great Com- 
mission, and in the joy of world evangel- 
ism. 

Information and literature may be had 
by addressing the Child Scripture Gift Fel- 
lowship, Newfield, N. Y. 


Wade Smith's Revised Itinerary 


N. the issue of March 10, the -Times 

published a list of Wade C. Smith’s en- 
gagements for the coming months. His 
Little Jetts are one of the popular lesson 
features of Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times, 
and he illustrates his Bible studies and 
evangelistic messages with these clever 
little figures. Many Tres readers and 
their friends will be glad of an opportunity 
to hear Mr. Smith speak. After the list 
of engagements was published, Mr. Smith 
found it necessary to make certain changes, 


Correspond-- 


.by Michael Williams. 
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and the corrected itinerary is as follows: 
‘March 18-28—Central Presbyterian Church, 
Kansas City, Mo. 
March 30.—Wheaton College, Wheaton, III. 
April 1-6.—First United Presbyterian Church, 
Elyria, Ohio. 
April 8-13—Washington Boulevard United 
Presbyterian Church, Cleveland Heights, Ohio. 


- April. 15-20.—First United Presbyterian Church, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


April 22-27.—Lakewood United Presbyterian 
Church, Lakewood, Ohio. 


April 29-May 4—Fourth United Presbyterian 
Church, Akron, Ohio. 


July 21-31.—Camp Pinnacle, near Albany, N. Y. 

October 7-14. — Hampden-Sydney College, 
Hampden-Sydney, Va. 

Churches or other Christian organizations 
wishing to arrange for further meetings 
should address requests to Wade C. Smith, 
303 Hendrix Street, Greensboro, N. C. 





| With the New Books | 


The Book of Christian Classics. Edited 
(Liveright, Inc., 
New York City, $2.) Obviously prepared 
and edited by a Roman Catholic, this col- 
lection assumes doctrinal agreement with 
the essential principles of that faith, so 
that it contains much that the Protestant, 
Bible-believing Christian will not agree 
with at all. Yet it is worth while as a 
book of reference, for it includes valuable 
excerpts from a wide range of books that 
have become classics throughout the ages. 
Thus Part I, “Spiritual Autobiography,” 
contains part of the Confessions of St. 
Augustine, selections from. Tertullian, St. 
Francis of Assisi and Dante, and all of 
Brother Lawrence’s “The Practice of the 
Presence of God’; Part II, “Spiritual 
Counsel,” has a section of “The Imitation 
of Christ,” by Thomas a Kempis; Part 
III, “English Mysticism and Divinity,” in- 
cludes William Law’s “A Serious Call to 
a Devout and Holy Life,” as well as 
selections from Jeremy Taylor’s “The Mys- 
teriousness of Marriage,” an unusually en- 
riching dissertation, and John Henry New- 
man’s “Apologia pro Vita Sua”; and in 
the last part, “English Religious Poetry,” 
will be found sonnets, odes, and hymns 
from Edmund Spenser and six other Eng- 
lish poets. 


The Queensgate Mystery. By Grace 
Pettman. (Pickering and Inglis, 229 Both- 
well St., Glasgow, Scotland, one shilling 
sixpence.) Joan Kent had never attended 
boarding school, but when’ she was put in 
the dormitory room in Queensgate Castle 
she continued her practice of daily Bible 
reading and prayer, to the surprise of her 
roommates. Then things began to happen. 
A vile book was discovered in the posses- 
sion of one of the girls, which led to her 
dismissal, and Joan was the innocent cause. 
But the old deaf fisherman on the beach 
was the mystery, and where he went when 
last seen on top of the cliff on the school 
grounds. Joan and another girl, caught 
in a dense fog in an open boat at sea, 
had a terrifying experience. They were 
saved by their accidental discovery of the 
hidden cave in the chalk cliff, and the old 
fishérman was proved to be the tool of 
clever smugglers. It is the story of a 
Christian girl, who through a variety of 
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experiences won to Christ the girl who first 
disliked and distrusted her. The book is 
for the early teens, cloth bound, and illus- 
trated, with nearly two hundred pages. 


oe 


In the Cauldron of Russia 


The Autobiography of I. S. Prok- 

hanof. (All - Russian Evangelical 

Christian Union, 156 Fifth Ave., New 
York, $1.50.) 


PANORAMA of Russian life for the 
past sixty-four years, seen through 
the eyes of a Christian optimist; js given 
in this autobiography. Persecutions, im- 
prisonments, famine, broken family life, 
war —all are viewed in the light of Ro- 








SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


The Sunday School Literature pub- 
lished by dhe Union — Press, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, follows the 
International Uniform S. S. Lesson Topics 
It believes and teaches Holy Writ in the 


“Bible Expositor and 


Illuminator ”’ 
An Advanced Quarterly of 192 
and Through the Bae “_ 
Sample lessons or —— pack will be 
sent on application. 


Address UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, CLEVELAND, OHIO 
ge: Bible itor and amar yp 
fenaery | i bs 4, will continue to 
Oeare vierky in Monthly parts of 64 pages each. ‘The 
ree parts ate sent tenn 5 in an envelope. 


























1 5 (Stamps or coin) brings, by return 
C post, that wonderful NEW HYMN, 


“what Think Ye of Christ," and — a tall 
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SPECIAL OFFER ON PROPHETIC BOOKS 


What of 
the Night? 


By DR. ARTHUR I. BROWN 
Noted Scientist and Eminent Physician. 

When will the Age end?—Will we ever write 1937?— 
How near are we to the reign of the Antichrist, the Great 
Tribulation and the Battle of Armageddon ?—1s another 
World War imminent ?— What national changes will oc- 
cur during the next few years ?—Can we determine with 
any degree of Certainty the End-‘Time Period ?—What 
of the Revelations of the Occult ?—What of Russia ?— 
When will the Saints be Translated ?—How will the 
End come? 

The above are some of the startling questions an- 
swered by Dr. Brown in this Amazing Book. 

So great has been the demand for this book that 50,000 
copies have been printed since March 193%. New, im- 
proved 5 hwy ion. See Publisher’s Address below. 

Price 35 cents, 3 copk cents, 3 copies $1.00. 


“The Great 
Tribulation” 


A big + 6 BOOK 
By REV. T. RICHARD DUNHAM 
Poreword by William L. Pettingill, D.D. 
Here is the most complete treatment of this subject 
we have found anywhere. It ho weed what The Great 
balation is, when it will take place, whom it will 
affect, who will escape it, when it wi end, and what the 
outcome will 
Dr. Pettingill saya, “Mr. Dunham hes put us all in 
his debt by wri on this subject, and his testimony 
as set forth in the chapiass of this book will be found to 
be clear and convincing. 

Paper 25¢ ; Cloth 60c postpaid ; 5 Copies Paper Cover, $1.00, 
Asa special offer we will send both books (paper 
cover) for 0c postpaid. 

FUNDAMENTAL Ol 2 STORE 
Box No. 67 Dept. S 


Hoytville, Ohio - 
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mans 8:28. As Mr. Prokhanoff traces the 
story of his own active life, he gives many 
side lights on the religious and political 
life of Russia. 

He was converted at the age of seven- 
teen, and determined that, like Paul, he 
would have a profession by which he might 
earn his living, and then devote all the 
time he could to spreading the Gospel. 
He was graduated from the Institute of 
Technology at St. Petersburg, and has held 
many important positions as technical engi- 
neer. While with the Westinghouse Com- 
pany in Russia, he was sent to this coun- 
try to study engineering in a number of 
our large cities. 

But it is the record of his many-sided 
Christian work that occupies the larger 
place in this volume. He suffered per- 
secutions under the Greek Orthodox 
Church, and years later under the Bolshe- 
vists. Tolstoy heard the Gospel from his 
lips. Mr. Prokhanoff studied the Bible in 
Bristol, Eng., and systematic theology in 
Berlin and Paris. He spent some time on 
the island of Cyprus ministering spiritually 
and physically to a colony of Russian Douk- 
hobors, who had been stricken with disease. 
Falling ill himself, he lay in a house alone 
for days, praying and doing what little 
he could for himself until he recovered. 

In 1909 Mr. Prokhanoff founded, and 
has since been president of, the All-Rus- 
sian Evangelical Christian Union. In 
connection with this extensive work he es- 
tablished a Bible school, a publishing com- 
pany, and several journals. Hundreds of 
hymns came from his pen, and ten hymn 
books have been issued by the Union. Un- 
der the guidance of God, and with great 
boldness, he persuaded the Ministry of 
the Interior to print his first hymn book. 
When the police later tried to confiscate 
it, to their dismay they read on the title 
page, “Printed‘in the Printing Establish- 
ment of- the Ministry of the Interior, St. 
Petersburg.” 

He has twice been-in prison, and each 
time, like Paul and Silas, he and his asso- 
ciates made the walls ring with Christian 
hymns and preached the Gospel to pris- 
oners and guards. 

Mr. Prokhanoff’s life has been one of 
unremitting toil to give the Gospel to the 
Russian people, His autobiography will be 
at the same time a rebuke and an encour- 
agement to Christians of other lands, who 
know little of the sufferings he has been 
through. He still looks forward to times 
of revival and blessing in Russia, believing 
that God will hear the prayers of his own 
people in that afflicted land. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 2 to 8 
Mon.—Matthew 18 : 1-6; 19 : 13-15. 
rss The Child and the Kingdom. 
Prayer Succestions: Conversion and 
humility necessary for entrance into the 
Kingdom of God are taught by the Lord 
Jesus with a child in the midst. These ef- 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


fects are produced by the grace of God. Our 
Lord’s attitude toward all little ones is a 
great encouragement to parents wanting the 
conversion of children. A millstone (largest 
size, turned by donkeys) tied about the 
neck of a man so as to sink him in the 
depth of the sea is mild punishment com- 
pared with the guilt of causing a little one 
to stumble. The early conversion of chil- 
dren should be earnestly sought. Most of 
the members of our churches were con- 
verted in childhood. Pray for Ramaba 
Mukti Mission, 260 W. Forty-fourth St., 
New York. 


Tues.—Matthew 18 : 7-14. The Worth of a Child, 

Prayer SUGGESTIONS: Here we have the 
divine appraisal of a child. “It is not the 
will of your Father which is in heaven, 
that one of these little ones should perish.” 
The greatness with which the Lord regards 
children is seen in his tenderness toward 
them, and his solemn warning of guilt 
attached to causing them to stumble. He 
likens children to sheep exposed to dan- 
ger. The Parable of the Lost Sheep is 
applied to children. “Feed my lambs” was 
a part of Peter’s commission; and “Teach 
. +. young women... to love their chil- 
dren” (Tit. 2:4), and “Fathers, provoke 
not your children” (Eph, 6:4) are Chris- 
tian precepts. needed today. Pray for the 
Pioneer Mission Agency, 80 Stafford Bldg., 
1114 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


Wed.—Exodus 2:1-10. Safeguarding the Child. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Moses’ mother 
did what she could for the safety of the 
infant Lawgiver. God honored the means 
employed to safeguard his young life. 
Heavy responsibility rests upon Christians 
to look well to the moral and also the 
spiritual welfare of children. Reason, self- 
interest, and God’s solemn charge enforce 
this course. The child’s helplessness, and 
exposure to evil example and irreligious 
instruction call for watchfulness, kindness, 
control, and for a distinctly Christian edu- 
cation. How this training should be at- 
tended to, and what motives and principles 
should predominate must be learned by a 
prayerful study of the Scriptures. Pray 
for Liebenseller Mission, the Rev. C. W. 
Ziegler, 4236 York Rd., Philadelphia. 
Thurs.—Zechariah 8 : 1-8. 

Make the World Safe for Childhood, 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: Zechariah deals 
largely with the Second Advent of Christ. 
Earth’s best days are future. Childhood’s 
greatest privileges and opportunities will 
be ushered in by the return of the Lord. 
While he tarries even under imperfect con- 
ditions much may be done to promote their 
physical, moral, and spiritual welfare. Dis- 
astrous examples, wrong modes of Chris- 
tian education must be banished. Just views 
of sin, the feelings that should attend guilt, 
the solemnity together with the beauty, 
serenity, and cheerful loveliness of the 
Christian life, and its peace, comforts, and 
solid joys need to be taught and enforced 
by example. The charms of the vain pleas- 
ures will fade for children who see the 
beauty of Christ. Pray for Scandinavian 
Alliance Mission, 2839 McLean Ave., Chi- 
cago, 
Fri.—2 Kings 5:1-7. A Child Serving. 

Prayer SuGGEsTIons: A little captive 
maid affected the destinies of a number of 
persons. This war-waif, in a God-arranged 
strategic spiritual position, affected many 


lives helpfully because of -her faith and» 
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confession. 
Status and reached the ears of the king. 
“Thus and thus said the maid that is of 
the land of Israel” (v. 4). A clear-cut, 
whole-hearted testimony for Christ also has 
astounding effects. Pray for Telegu Vil- 
lage Mission, H. A. Barton, 473 Greene 
Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Sat.—1 Samuel 3: 1-9,, A Child in the Temple. 

Prayer Succestions:. A little Levite 
girded with an ephod marks a period of 
spiritual transition. The -dark days of the 


Judges ended with Samuel, and the daw 
of the brighter days of the prophets were” 


ushered in with the ffansition of his young 
soul. Young eyes seeibright visions when 
God arrests them. revealed himself 
to Samuel through figs Word, which also 
for us is the.only médium of knowing his 
will. Pray for NorthEast India General 
Mission, Inc., 
Philadelphia. Bi. 


Sun.—Luke 2 : 8-16. The | 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: 
nouncement of the Saviour’s birth® was 
made known to humble shepherds outside 
the City of David. The attending heayenly 


of Christ. « 


- glory, secretly revealed to these believers, 


reminds one of the scene awaiting similar 
faithful souls at the ap ing again of 
Jesus our Lord. Three things the shep- 
herds did, which we also can do: they went 
to see what the Lord had made known to 
them, they made known abroad what was 
told them, and they glorified and praised 
God for what they had heard and seen. 
Pray for the “One by One” Band, 6 Glou- 
cester Terrace, King’s Rd., Southsea, 
Hants, Eng. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possiggous. 
These rates include postage. 

$2—One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2 each, per year. One copy, 
five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian sf&bscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the followgng rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addfesses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one mares, 52 cents 
each, per year. 
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